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STAFF 

The  staff  of  the  Health  and  Welfare  Department  consists  ®f  the 
Regional  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  the  Deputy  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  who 
alsc  acts  as  School  Medical  Officer,  the  Regional  Medical  Officer  for  Maternity 
and  Child  Welfare  and  a part-time  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Officer,  In 
connection  v/ith  the  School  Health  Services,  there  is  one  part-time  Dental 
Surgeon. 


The  welfare  aspects  of  the  Local  Authority’s  duties  are  under  the 
administrative  control  of  the  Regional  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

The  Sanitary  Staff  comprises  the  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector  and  t'wo 
Assistants. 
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PREFACE 


In  accordance  v/ith  the  requirements  of  the  Department  of  General 
Health  for  Scotland,  I beg  to  submit  my  Annual  Report  for  the  year 
1950  on  the  health  and  sanitary  conditions  of  the  Covuaty  of 
Kincardine  and  of  the  Burghs  of  Stonehaven,  Banchory,  Laurencekirk 
and  Inverbervie. 

By  the  end  of  1950,  the  National  Health  Service  (Scotland) 

Act  had  been  in  operation  for  a year  and  a half  and  in  the  County  of 
Kincardine,  it  had  operated  smoothly.  Although  the  Isolation 
Hospital  v/as  transferred  to  the  jurisdiction  of  the  North-Eastern 
Regional  Hospital  Board,  the  Depute  Medical  Officer  of  Health  con- 
tinued to  act  as  visiting  physician  by  arrangement  with  the  Board  of 
Management  for  Kincardine  Hospitals.  The  smooth  operation  of  the 
Act  was  effected  by  the  harmony  virhich  existed  betvreen  the  County 
Council,  the  North-Eastern  Regional  Hospital  Board  and  the  Board  of 
Management  for  Kincardine  Hospitals. 

The  main  changes  brought  about  by  the  Act  were  that,  in 
future,  the  curative  side  of  medicine  was  a function  of  the  Central 
Authority  whereas  the  preventive  aspects  v/ere  under  the  jurisdiction 
of  the  Local  Authority.  Numerous  duties  still  remain  with  the  Local 
Authority  and  these  appear  in  detail  in  the  P roposals  for  the 
Discharge  of  Pimctions  which  vrere  duly  approved  by  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  Scotland. 

The  National  Assistance  Act  v/as  also  introduced  on  5th  July, 

1948.  This  Act  brought  about  the  complete  disruption  of  the  Poor 
Law  and  has  created  a new  service  based  on  the  modern  conception  of 
social  welfare.  Certain  provisions  of  the  Act  deal  with  the  pro- 
vision of  welfare  services  for  the  blind,  the  partially-sighted,  the 
deaf  and  dumb,  and  the  crippled  or  other  handicapped  persons.  Other 
parts  of  the  Act  deal  with  the  provision  of  accommodation  for  the 
aged  and  infirm  and  temporary  accommodation  for  persons  v/ho  are 
rendered  homeless  by  reason  of  fire,  flood,  etc.  These  provisions 
are  controlled  directly  by  the  Health  and  Welfare  Committee. 

The  population  of  the  County,  including  the  Burghs,  is  28,852  Population 
as  compared  with  28,927  in  1949  - a decrease  of  75. 

The  birth-rate  in  the  County  in  1950  vra.s  17.2;  in  1949  it 
was  16.6  and  in  1948  19.1. 

In  1950,  there  were  25  cases  of  scarlet  fever  as  compared 
vdth  47  in  1949  and  85  in  1948.  No  dea-'.hs  occirrred  amongst  the  cases 
notified  in  1950.  There  were  no  cases  of  diphtheria. 

The  infant  mortality  rate  - the  number  of  deaths  of  children 
under  one  year  per  1 ,000  live  births  - was  28  as  compared  with  33  in 
1949  and  32  in  1948. 

In  the  County,  there  are  15  health  visitor-nurses  v/ho  carry 
out  combined  duties,  i. e. , they  attend  to  the  ordinary  sick,  they  are 
present  at  confinements  and  they  also,  in  their  health  visiting 
capacity,  perfom  valuable  preventive  vrork. 

The  routine  medical  inspection  of  school  children  v/as 
carried  out  without  interruption  and  a separate  section  dealing  with 
this  aspect  of  the  work  is  contained  in  the  body  of  this  Report. 
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The  valuG  of  the  Diphthci-ie.  Inmimisation  Scheme  has 
heen  fully  recognised,  but,  v/ith  the  decline  of  the  disease, 
it  v/ould  be  most  unf ortijnrto  if  the  public  became  complacent. 
The  Scheme  should  be  continued  v;ith  the  utmost  vigour. 


Diphtheria 

Immunisation 


In  1950,  the  number  of  deaths  frvom  respiratory 
tuberculosis  was  5*  This  gives  r.  doath-ro.te  of  .1?  as  compered 
with  a death-rate  of  ,24-  in  194-9*  There  were  no  deaths  from 
non-respiratory  tuberculosis. 


Tuberculosis 

Services 


I wish  aga.in  to  place  on  record  my  appreciation  of  the 
assistance  given  by  the  Council,  by  the  County  Clerk,  by  the 
Director  of  Education,  and  by  the  medical,  dental  and  clcrica.1 
staffs. 
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SECTION  I 


Survey  of  the  Health  of  the  County 
1 . VITAL  STATISTICS 


Population  - 

The  population,  as  estimated  by  the  Registrar-General  to  the  middle  of  the 
I year,  was  28,832.  In  1949,  the  estimated  population  v/as  28,927. 

; Births  - 

The  total  number  of  births,  the  birth-rate,  the  number  of  illegitimate 
births  and  the  illegitimate  birth-rate  during  the  past  four  years  v/ere  as  follov/s:- 


Year 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Birth-rates 

Illegitimate 

Births 

Illegitimate 

Birth-rates 

1947 

500 

296 

596 

21.0 

52 

\ 

1 

5.4 

1948 

514 

240 

554 

19.1 

50 

5.4  1 

1 

1949 

251 

250 

481 

16.6 

59 

1 

8.1  i 

I 

1950 

256 

241 

497 

17.2 

55 

.Ml  J 

6. 6 1 

Marriages  - 


The  number  of  marriages  and  the  marriage-rates  in  1947,  1948,  1949  and  1950 
are  given  hereunder; - 


In  1947, 

the 

number 

Of 

marriages 

v/as 

196 

and 

the 

rate 

v^as 

6.9 

In  1948, 

!! 

It 

If 

It 

ft 

177 

II 

ft 

ft 

ft 

6.1 

In  1949, 
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5.5 

In  1950, 

It 

II 

It 

ft 

It 

146 

It 

It 

It 

It 

5.1 

Deaths  - 

The  number  of  deaths  and  the  death-rates  for  the  years  1947,  1948,  1949  and 
1950  T/ere  as  follavTs:- 


Year 

Number 

Males 

Female  s 

1 

Death-rate 

1947 

540 

170 

170 

\ 

12.0 

1948 

518 

158 

160 

11.0 

1949 

505 

147 

158 

10.5 

1950 

1 

550 

165 

187. 

12.1 
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The  accompanying  Table  gives  the  causes  of  death  in  the  years  1947,  1948, 
1949  and  1950. 


Causes  of  Death 

i 

1947 

1948 

— T 

1949 

' 1 

1950 

Diseases  of  the  Heart  and  other  Circulatory 

CM 

125 

124 

146 

Diseases 

i 

1 Cerebral  Haemorrhage  and  other  Diseases  of 

50 

50 

55 

1 

57  1 

1 Neirvous  System 

r 

1 Respiratory  Diseases  - 

i 

1 

1 

j Bronchitis 

2 

4 

1 

3 i 

1 F neumonia 

13 

12 

6 

7 \ 

Other 

5 

1 

1 

1 i 

Cancer 

50 

U6 

33 

67  : 

J 

. 

1 

Tuberculosis  - 

P xilmonary 

11 

6 

7 

5 

Non-P  ulmonary 

— 

3 

- j 

Kidney,  etc. , Diseases 

i26 

11 

13 

11 

1 

Chief  Epidemic  Diseases  - 

j 

1 

• 

Diphtheria 

■" 

- 

- 1 

j Whooping  Cough 

1 

1 

- 1 

Measles 

1 

- 

- 

! 

Scarlet  Fever 

** 

- 

- 

! _ 1 

i j 

Enteric  Fever 

1 — * 
t ; 

Cerebro-Spinal  Fever 

1 

1 

! 

! " 

j Other  Infectious  and  Parasitic  Diseases 

2 

1 

1 

— 

Diabetes  Mellitus 

3 

3 

1 

I ^ 

i 

6 

Diseases  of  Digestive  System,  including 

8 

10 

1 

1 11 

j 11  ! 

Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis 

1 

i 

! i 

Influenza 

. 

1 

1 

j 

I 

1 

Puerperal  Conditions 

j_ 

- 

1 

3 

j 

! i 

1 , 

i ; 

Diseases  of  Early  Infancy 

11 

10 

i 

11 

1 

i 10  i 
1 ! 

1 i 

Violence,  including  Suicide 

12 

14 

i 10 

I 

I 

^ — 1 

! 10  1 

i 

Other  Causes 

21 

20 

21 

1 

15 

. . 

1 

TOTALS  ..  j 

340 

1 

318 

505 

350 
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By  far  the  commonest  causes  of  death  were  diseases  of  the  heart  and  other 
cJi.-<-!nlatory  disoi'ders.  The  number  of  deaths  from  cancer  was  67  as  compared 
vdth  33  ill  and  46  in  1948. 

The  relatively  large  increase  in  the  number  of  deaths  from  cancer  need 
not  cause  undue  alarm.  There  is  a considerable  ageing  of  the  population  and 
more  persons  are  reaching  the  so  called  "cancer  age".  Then  again,  the  diag- 
nostic facilities  available  render  the  diagnosis  of  malignant  disease  more 
accurate  than  it  used  to  be  in  the  past, 

8.  MORBIDITY  AND  MORTALITY  i’ROM  INTTICTIOUS  DISEASES 
(a)  Notifiable  Infectious  Diseases 


There  was  a slight  increase  in  the  nimaber  of  cases  of  notifiable  infectious 

diseases  in  1930,  the  number  notified  being  103  as  compared  with  95  in  1949. 

In  1948,  142  cases  of  infectious  diseases  were  notified. 

Scarlet  Fever  - During  1930,  there  was  a marked  decrease  in  the  incidence 

of  this  disease,  25  cases  being  notified  as  compared  v/ith 
47  in  1949  and  83  in  1948.  The  distribution  of  the  cases 
was  general  throughout  the  County.  All  the  cases  v/ere 
mild  in  character  and  were  treated  in  hospital.  No  deaths 
occurred. 

Diphtheria  and  Diphtheria  Immunisation  - There  was  no  confirmed  case  of 

diphtheria  during  the  year.  In  the  previous  year  there 
v/as  one  case. 


During  the  year,  the  campaign  against  diphtheria  was  con- 
tinued on  a modified  scale,  and,  as  a result,  3^1  children 
received  two  inoculations,  most  of  the  children  being  under 
school  age.  With  regard  to  re -immunisation,  26  children 
received  maintenance  injections  and  practically  all  were 
children  of  pre-school  age. 

Acute  P oliomyelitis  (infantile  Paralysis)  - There  v/ere  three  cases  of  polio- 
myelitis during  the  year.  Tv/o  of  the  cases  occurred  in 
children  and  all  had  varying  degrees  of  paralysis.  There 
were  no  deaths. 


Puerperal  Fever  and  Pueirperal  Pyrexia  - One  case  of  puerperal  fever  and  one  of 

puerperal  pyrexia  were  notified.  The  cases  were  successfully 
treated  in  hospital  and  made  good  recoveries. 


Cerebro-spinal  Fever  - One  case  of  cerebro-spinal  fever  occurred  during  the  year 

under  revievn  This  case  was  admitted  to  hospital  and  made 
a satisfactory  recovery. 

Erysipelas  - Five  cases  \rere  notified,  one  of  these  being  admitted  to 

hospital.  Seven  cases  were  notified  in  1949. 


Acute  Infective  Jaundice  - No  case  was  notified  during  the  year. 


Malaria  - 


Pneumonia  - 


IJndulant  Fever  - 


One  case  was  notified.  This  case  "was  admitted  to  hospital 
and  the  disease  responded  to  treatment. 

Twenty-eight  oases  Virere  notified  as  compared  with  33  in  1949. 
Fourteen  cases  v/ere  removed  to  hospital.  Seven  deaths 
occurred,  one  of  the  victims  being  an  infant  under  one  year 
and  3 being  over  63  years  of  age. 

No  case  was  notified. 


^■ellpox  and  Encephalitis  Lethargica  - As  in  1949,  no  notification  of  these 

diseases  was  received. 


I ^h~^halmia  Neonatorum  - Tv/o  cases  of  ophthalmia  neonatorrun  were  notified. 

Both  were  admitted  to  hospital  and  no  impairment  of  vision 
re  suited. 
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Dysentery  - 


Six  cases-  wsi'a  notified  during  the  year  as  compared  with 
1+  diiring  1949.  Five  of  the  cases  were  treated  in  hospital. 
Three  of  the  cases  occurred  amongst  members  of  one  family 
while  two  were  members  of  another  family. 

(b)  Non-notifiable  Infectious  Diseases 

The  non-notifiable  infectious  diseases  are  chickenpox,  mumps,  measles  and 
german  measles.  Whooping  cough  became  a compulsorily  notifiable  disease  on 
1st  January,  1950-  There  is  no  measure  of  the  true  incidence  of  infectious 
diseases  which  are  not  compulsorily  notifiable  and  the  only  means  of  ascertaining 
their  occurrence  is  from  information  given  by  teachers,  attendance  officers  and 
by  general  practitioners . 

I 3.  GENERAL 

I ' ■ ■■ 

iealth  Education  - 


During  the  year  the  Scottish  Council  for  Health  Education  conducted  a series 
)f  meetings  in  schools  and  public  halls  in  their  campaign  for  "positive"  health, 
m addition  to  meetings  for  children  held  in  the  schools,  meetings  for  adults  were 
joniuctcd  in  the  evenings  in  Gove,  Auchinblae  and  St.  Cyrus.  The  meetings  for 
ijcholars  and  adults  were  attended  by  approximately  495  children  and  181  adults. 
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SECTION  II 


Special  Health  Services 
I . MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  ^'VELEARE  SERVICES 


Under  the  National  Health  Service  (Scotland)  Act,  1947,  Kincardine  Comity 
Council  are  not  longer  responsible  for  institutional  provision  for  expectant 
and  nursing  mothers.  The  duty  of  providing  a domiciliary  midvrifery  service 
floes,  hov/ever,  still  devolve  on  the  Council. 

The  number  of  births  registered  in  the  County  vd.th  its  constituent  burghs 
i/as  253.  Pai'ticulars  relating  to  these  births  are  appended, 

(1)  Total  number  of  births  occuiring  in  the  area  during  year  - before 

correction  for  mother’s  residence 

Live  Births  . . 247  Still  Births  . . 6 Total  . . 253 

(2)  Total  number  of  births  in  (1)  occurring  in  institutions  (including 

private  maternity  homes)  ..  118 

(3)  Total  number  of  births  in  (1)  occurring  at  home  135 

CARE  OF  MOTHERS  AND  YOUNG-  CHIIDREN. 

(1)  Ante-natal  and  Post-natal  Service. 

There  are  no  Ante-natal  or  Post-natal  Clinics  in  the  County  of  Kincardine 
but  there  are  in  the  City  of  Aberdeen  such  Clinics  established  at  Castle  Terrace 
to  which  County  women  may  be  referred  for  advice. 

(2)  Child  Helfare  Clinics . 

Child  Helfare  Clinics  have  been  established  by  the  Local  Authority  in  the 
four  burghs  of  the  County.  The  number  of  children  who  attended  these  Clinics 
during  the  year  was  432.  The  number  of  children  ’.yho  first  attended  Clinics  and 
who,  on  the  date  of  their  first  attendance,  were  under  1 year  of  ago  v.as  54,  ond 
those  who  v/ore  over  1 year  and  under  5 years  of  ago  was  15.  The  total  number 
of  attendances  during  the  year  v/as  1 ,209  in  respect  of  •hildren  under  1 year  of 
age  and  1,782  in  respect  of  those  over  1 year  of  age.  No  Clinics  are  provided 
any  voluntary  organisation  in  the  County 

(3)  Dental  Caro. 


Owing  to  the  fact  that  only  part-time  dental  services  wore  available  for 
school  cliildron  in  the  County,  it  was  impossible  to  give  dental  treatment  to 
expectant  or  nursing  mothers  or  to  pre-school  children. 

(4)  Mother  and  Baby  Homes . 

There  are  neither  Local  Authority  nor  Voluntary  Homes  or  Hostels  provided 
Tdthin  the  County. 

(5)  Day  Nurseries. 


There  are  neither  day  nor  residential  nurseries,  either  statutory  or 
voluntary,  in  the  County  of  Kincardine.  The  need  for  such  nurseries  in  the 
County  has  never  been  proved. 

(6)  MidvTif ery . 


As  already  stated,  the  total  number  of  births  in  the  County  y/cs  253,  ond  of 
^ cse  247  wore  live  births  and  6 still  births . Of  the  total  number  of  confine- 
ments, 118  occurred  in  institutions  and  135  in  the  women's  oyti  homes. 


Several  cases  were  dealt  v/ith  under  Section  23(2)  of  the  National  Health 

(S’^^'ti^.nd)  Act,  1947  - in  52  cases,  doctors  w'ctq  engaged  and  were  present 

th  ‘^or^incments ; in  75  cases,  doctors  were  engaged  but  were  not  present  at 

0 confinements;  there  vrero  no  cases  in  v,rhich  the  midv/ife  alone  \Yas  present. 
There/ 
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There  were  other  6 domiciliary  cases,  in  all  of  \/hom  practising  raidv/ives  y/ere 
called  upon  to  act . 

There  was  no  dond-ciliary  case  in  './hich  medical  aid  was  simmoned  by  a 
midwife  under  the  provisions  of  the  Midwives  (Scotland)  iict,  19'15. 

All  the  healtl/zisitor-nurses  in  the  County  are  qualified  to  administer 
analgesics  in  accordance  with  the  requirements  of  the  Central  Midvd.ves  Board 
for  Scotland.  In  addition,  tv/o  midwives  working  in  an  Institution  are  also 
so  qualified.  During  the  year  under  review,  4 health  visitor-nurses  received 
training  in  the  administration  of  analgesics , 

All  the  health  visitor-nurses  in  the  County,  15  in  number,  had  the  use  of 
cars  provided  by  the  Local  Authority. 

(7)  Health  Visiting. 

The  number  of  visits  paid  by  the  health  visitor-nurses  during  the  year 
appears  in  the  subjoined  table. 


No.  of  Visits  paid  by  Health  Visitors  during  year 


+ 


Expectant 
; Mothers 

f 

Children 
under  1 
year  of  age 

Children 
between  the 
ages  of  1 and  5 

i 

i Tuberculosis 
i Cases 

I 

i 

Other  j Total [ 

Cases  Visits | 

Paid  _[ 

I 

; First  Total 

First 

Total 

First 

Total 

1 First 

Total 

First  Total  . | 

: Visits  Visits 

I . 

Visits 

Visits 

Visits 

Visits 

1 Visits 

Visits 

Visits  Visitsi  ! 

2C4  769 

524 

4,756 

245 

5,750 

1 

; 5 

67 

1 

1 

I There  are  in  the  County  no  health  visitors  employed  by  voluntary  organisations, 

(8)  Home  Nursing. 

The  number  of  cases  attended  by  the  health  visitor-nurses  in  their  capacity 
as  home  nurses  v/as  1,586,  and  the  total  nunber  of  visits  paid  to  these  cases  v/as 
I 22,585.  No  sick  nursing  was  carried  out  through  the  agency  of  any  voluntary 
I organisation. 

(9)  Domestic  Help  ,C«heme. 

Three  domestic  helps  (1  v/hole-time  and  2 part-time)  were  einployed  at  the 
j end  of  the  year.  Help  v/as  provided  in  27  cases  and  the  average  period  of 
assistance  given  was  32  days  of  4 hours  per  day. 

j (''•)  Matorna.l  Morta.lity. 

! No  women  died  from  causes  associated  y/ith  pregnancy  a.nd  child-birth,  as 

canpared  rd.th  three  in  1 949  • 

I Infant  Mortality. 

I Fourteen  deaths  of  children  under  one  year  of  ago  occurred  in  1956,  ns 
I compared  with  I6  in  1949.  Of  the  I4  who  died,  5 v/ere  males  and  9 females. 

The  infant  mortality  rate  v/r.s,  therefore,  28  as  compared  with  33  in  1949  nnd 
I 32  in  1948.  The  corresponding  infant  mortality  rates  for  all  Scotland  v/ere: 

1950  - 39;  19A9-A1.  1948-45. 

The  causes  of  death  were  as  under; - 

Congenital  Malforraations , Debility, 

Premature  Birth,  etc.  ..  ..  ..  2 

Pneumonia  . . . . . . . . 1 


Intcstina.l/ 
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Intestinal  Obstnixotion  and  Hernia  , . . . 1 

Birth  injuries,  post-natal,  asphyxia 

and  atelectasis  . , , . . . . . ^ 

Other  diseases  peculiar  to  infancy  . . , . If 

Other  causes  . , . . . , , , 2 

TOTAL  1if 


(12)  Deaths  of  Children  between  1 and  3 .years. 

'T'.vo  children  died  between  the  ages  of  1 and  5 years  of  ago  and  the  causes  of 
death  were  pneumonia  in  1 case  and  intestinal  obstruction  and  hernia  in  the  other 
case, 

(13)  Still  Births, 


ITie  corrected  mamber  of  still  births  v/as  11  and  this  gives  a still-birth  rate 
of  22  per  1,000  live  and  still  births.  In  1950,  the  still-birth  rate  for  all 
Scotland  was  27. 
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2.  SCHOOL  Pffi.ALTH  SERVICES 


The  follo^ving  information  relates  to  the  period  from  1st  August,  1949  to 
31st  July,  1950. 


GENERAL  STATISTICS 

1.  Population  (estimated)  of  the  area. 

2,  Nunber  of  Schools 

(a)  Primary  ) Under  Education 
fb)  Secondary  ) Authority 

(c)  (i)  Special  Schools 

(ii)  Special  classes  in  ordinary  schools 

(d)  In  receipt  of  grant  from  Education  Aiithority 

and  under  medical  inspection, 

Nuraber  of  children  on  the  registers 
Number  of  children  in  average  attendance 


28,946 


39 

5 


4,492 

4,137  (92.1^) 


3.  Sanitary  Condition  of  Schools. 

Re-decoration  - The  follov/ing  schools  have  had  interior  re-decoration 
carried  out,  all  in  accordance  with  the  Education  Committee's  recommendation: 


JIackie  Academy 

Redrayre 

St.  Cyrus 

Castleton 

Inchmarlo 

Banchory  Academy 


8 classrooms. 

3 classrooms  and  2 cloakrooms 
5 classrooms  and  3 cloakrooms 
2 classrooms  and  2 cloakrooms 
1 classroom 

1 classroom  and  Entrance  Hall. 


Water  Supplies  - The  Bogindollo  V/ater  Scheme  is  now  completed,  and,  up  to  the 
present,  Fettercairn  is  the  only  School  and  Schoolhouse  connected.  Luthermuir 
is  not  3'’ct  connected,  but  this  work  will  be  carried  out  as  early  as  possible 
and  I have  no  doubt  flush  closets  will  be  supplied  as  for  Fettercairn, 


At  present,  investigations  arc  being  carried  out  at  Inclraarlo  for  a new 
water  supply. 

Sanitary  Improvements  - Plans  have  been  dravra  for  the  reconstruction  of  Y4Cs, 
at  Inchmarlo  School, 


Repairs  were  carried  out  to  the  W. Cs.  and  Elsan  chemical  closets  fitted  at 
Catterline  Public  School  but  there  is  an  insufficient  water  supply'’  for  the 
installation  of  flush  closets. 


Flush  closets  have  been  completed  at  i.iaryculter  West  Public  School  in  a 
new  building.  The  v/ater  at  this  School  is  not  supplied  by  gravitation  but 
has  to  be  pumped  to  a cistern  which  is  situated  on  the  roof  of  the  building. 

Playgrounds  - Re-surfacing  of  pla3/grounds  is  being  carried  out  at  Banchory 
Academy,  Portlethen  and  Cairnhill  Schools, 

4.  Organisation  and  Administration. 

A.  Liedical  Inspection  - In  addition  to  medical  inspection  in  connsection 
with  the  four  usual  age-groups,  viz:-  entrants,  9 year  olds,  13  year  olds 
and  16  year  olds,  there  was  also  carried  out  an  examination,  so  far  as 
visual  acuity  and  hearing  were  concerned,  of  all  children  born  in  the 
year  1942,  In  this  special  age-group,  450  children  (230  boys  and 
220  girls)  were  examined.  With  regard  to  visual  acuity,  70  children 
(27  boys  and  4-3  girls)  had  "fair"  vision,  while  7 children  (3  boys  and 
4 girls)  had  "bad"  vision.  As  for  hearing,  3 children  (all  boys)  were 
classified  as  defective,  2 being  in  Grade  I and  1 in  Grade  Ila, 
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A minor  ailments  clinic  has  never  been  in  existence  in  the  County 
of  Kincardine  and  it  is  not  meantime  proposed  to  establish  such  a clinic 
in  any  of  the  Burghs,  Physically  defective  children  are  meantiine  rcferi'ed 
to  their  own  doctors  for  advice  and  treatment. 

B,  System  and  extent  of  dental  inspection  and  treatment. 

Two  years  ago,  the  Council  had  the  services  of  one  dentist  stationed 
at  Stonehaven;  he  was  practically  a v/hole-time  official  although  he  was 
allowed  to  engage  in  private  dental  practice  outwith  school  hours. 

Another  part-time  dentist  v/as  stationed  at  Banchory, 

Last  year,  ho'vvever,  both  dentists  gave  up  their  appointments  with 
the  Council  v/ith  the  result  that  the  nunber  of  children  inspected  and 
treated  did  not  compare  favourably  vdth  what  happened  in  previous  years. 

Under  the  provisions  of  the  National  Health  Service  (Scotland)  Act, 

19K7,  special  stress  is  laid  on  the  dental  needs  of  children  - both 
pre-school  and  school  children  - and  of  expectant  and  nursing  mothers. 
Unfortunately,  the  treatment  that  could  be  undertaken  in  the  County 
embraced  only  school  children,  the  other  categories  not  being  dealt 
with  at  all, 

A part-time  Dental  Officer  took  up  duty  on  24th  October,  1949. 

C,  School  Nursing  and  arrangements  for  following-up. 

The  anrangements  made  by  the  County  Council  to  operate  as  from 
5th  July,  1948,  continued  to  function  satisfactorily.  As  previously 
stated,  the  County  Council  are  now  the  direct  employers  of  the  Health 
Visitor  Nurses  and  the  transition  from  the  voluntary  organisation  to 
local  authority  control  v/as  effecued  in  a most  ha.rmonious  manner.  This 
was  largely  due  to  the  broad  and  generous  outlook  taken  by  the  County 
Nursing  Federation, 

D,  Co-ordination  vd-th  the  public  health  service  and  with  other 
departments  of  the  aixthority  which  render  services  to  children. 

The  Executive  Officer  for  the  School  medical  Seramces  is  the  Depute 
I,:edical  Officer  of  Health,  The  co-ordination  of  the  health  services 
in  Kincardineshire  is  vcr3^  intimate, 

E,  Co-operation  with  voluntary  bodies  and  other  outside  agencies. 

In  the  past,  a close  liaison  was  maintained  with  voluntary  hospitals 
in  Aberdeen  and  with  the  Cripples'  Welfare  Association  for  the  North  East 
of  Scotland.  The  voluntary  hospitals  in  Aberdeen  have,  however,  been 
transferred  to  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Regional  Hospital  Board  as  also  has 
the  Cripples'  Association  but  the  same  close  co-operation  continues  to  exist, 

F,  Co-operation  with  teachers  and  parents  with  special  reference  to  the 
attendance  of  parents  at  inspections. 

Parents  are  invited  to  be  present  when  their  children  are  examined. 

The  parents  are  informed  of  the  date  and  hour  of  visit  of  the  school 
medical  officer.  Whilst  many  parents  of  the  Burghs  avail  themselves 
of  this  opportunity,  unf ortunately  very  few  in  the  rural  areas  attend 
during  routine  medical  examination. 

The  findings  of  i.'edical  Inspection, 

• The  number  of  childron  who  v/ere  exaiiiined  systematically  was  1,270 
v/hile  450  children  born  in  the  year  1942  v/ere  examined  for  visual  acuity 
and  hearing  only.  To  these  there  fall  to  be  added  404  children  v/ho  were 
re-examined  and  I60  special  cases  v/ho  were  submitted  for  examination  by 
the  school  medical  officer. 
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The  following  table  shows  the  average  heights  and  weights  of  those  boys 
and  girls  who  were  measured  and  weighed, 

(a)  BOYS 


of 

Idren 

Average  Age 
in  years 

Average  Height 
in  inches 

Average  Weight 
in  lbs. 

24 

4 9/12 

42.7 

40.6 

169 

5 5/12 

43.5 

43.0 

25 

6 2/12 

46.2 

46.4 

36 

8 10/12 

51.1 

61.9 

156 

9 4/12 

51.9 

64.0 

43 

12  10/12 

57.7 

86.8 

168 

13  4/12 

59.0 

91.3 

2 

15  10/12 

66, 0 

121.0 

28 

16  2/12 

67.0 

129.9 

(b)  GIRLS 

28 

4 9/12 

43.5 

40.1 

170 

5 4/12 

42.9 

40.5 

12 

6 2/12 

!^0 

41.5 

20 

8 10/12 

50.1 

57.1 

179 

9 4/12 

51.7 

61.1 

29 

12  10/12 

59.0 

97.6 

147 

13  4/12 

60.3 

97.2 

6 

15  10/12 

63.5 

113.0 

28 

16  V'' 2 

64. 6 

120.8 

The  findings  of  systematic  medical  examinations  were  as  follows 


Number 

Number 

Percentage 

Examined 

Defective 

Defective 

1. 

Clothing  unsatisfactory 

1,270 

7 

.55 

2. 

Footgear  unsatisfactory 

tt 

8 

. 63 

3. 

Cleanliness  - 

(a)  Head  fl)  Dirty 

II 

- 

- 

(2)  Nits 

tt 

8 

.63 

(3)  Vermin 

II 

4 

.31 

(b)  Body  (1)  Dirty 

tt 

1 

.08 

(2)  Verminous 

tl 

- 

- 

4, 

Skin  - 

(a)  Head  - Ringworm 

tt 

- 

- 

Lnpetigo 

1! 

- 

- 

Other  Dis  eases 

II 

2 

.15 

(b)  Body  - Ringworm 

If 

- 

- 

Impetigo 

II 

2 

.15 

Scabies 

II 

- 

- 

Other  Diseases 

II 

7 

.55 

5. 

Nutritional  State  - 

Slightly  Defective 

II 

66 

5.19 

Bad 

tl 

- 

- 

6. 

Mouth  and  Teeth  unhealthy 

II 

18 

1.41 

7./ 
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NmlDer  Number 
Examined  Defective 


Percentage 

Defective 


7. 


8. 


9. 


10. 


11. 


12. 


13. 


14, 


I 


Naso-pharynx 


(a)  Nose  (1)  Obstruction  requiring 

observation 

(2)  Obstruction  requiring 
treatment 

(3)  Other  conditions 

(b)  Throat  (I)  Tonsils  requiring 

observation 
(2)  Tonsils  requiring 
treatment 

(c)  Glands  (I)  Requiring  observa- 

tion 

(2)  Requiring  treatment 

Eyes  - 

(a)  External  Diseases  - 

Blepharitis 
Comeal  Opacities 
Strabismus 
Con Junctivi tis 
Other  Diseases 

(b)  Visual  Acuity  with  /without 

glasses 

Recoimended  for  Refraction 
Fair  Vision 
Bad  Vision 


Ears  - 

(a)  Diseases  - Otorrhoea 

Other 

(b)  Defective  Hearing  - Grade  I, 

" Ila. 

" Ilb. 

" III. 

Speech  - Defective  Articulation 
Stammering 

Mental  and  Nervous  Conditions  - 

(&)  Baclc;\rard 
(t)  Dull 

(c)  Mentally  Deficient  (Educable) 

id)  " " (Ineducable) 

(e)  Highly  Nervous  and  Unstable 

(f)  Difficult  in  behaviour 

Circulatory  System  - 

(a)  Organic  Heart  Disease 

(1)  Congenital 

(2)  Acquired 

(b)  Functional  Conditions 
Lungs  - 

Chronic  Bronchitis 
Suspected  Tuberculosis 
Other  Diseases 


1,270 

12 

.94 

ft 

— 

- 

ft 

10 

■ ,78 

ft 

141 

11.1 

tl 

22 

1.73 

ff 

115 

9.05 

!! 

_ 

ft 

9 

.70 

ft 

It 

17 

1.33 

It 

2 

.15 

ft 

1 

.08 

842 

97 

11.53 

1,270 

17 

1.33 

842 

97 

11.53 

ft 
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Exaj-nined  Defective  Defective 
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Deformities 


(a1  Congenital 

1,270 

3 

CNJ 
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(b)  Acquired  (infantile  Paralysis) 

!! 

- 
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(c)  " (Rickets) 

t( 
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.08 

(d)  " (other  causes) 

!t 

5 

.38 

Infectious  Disease 

It 
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Other  Diseases  or  Defects 
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.47 

Classification  - 

Group  I la 
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97 

7.63 

Group  Ilb 

It 

18 

1.41 

Group  lie 

II 

1 

.08 

Group  III 

It 

108 

8.50 

Group  IVa 

II 

46 

3.62 

Group  IVb 

ft 

5 

.38 

Nuraber  notified  to  parents  as 
suffering  from  defects. 

II 

152 

11.97 

STATISTICAL  TABLES  - 


TABLE  I. 


Total  Number  of  Children  exanu-ned  at:- 


A. 


I 

I 


Systematic  Examinations. 


Systematic  Other  Systematic 
Examinations  Examinations 


Ordinary  & 

Secondary 

Schools 


Entrants 

h28 

- 

Second  Age  Group 

391 

- 

Third  Ago  Group 

387 

- 

Fourth  Age  Group 

64 

— 

Total 

1,270 

- 

B.  Other  Examinations. 

Special  Cases  160 

Re-inspections  by  Medical  Officers  k£il+ 


Total 


564 


Number  of  children,  inspected  at  s)s  tematic  exaninations,  who  were  notified 
to  parents  as  requiring  treatment  (excluding  uncleanliness  and  dental  caries). 

Entrants  75 
Second  Age  Group  41 
Third  Age  Group  32 
Fourth  Age  Group  4 


152 
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TABLE  IV. 


Return  of  all  Exceptional  Children  of  School  A^e  in  the  County. 


I 



— 

1 

Disability  | 

i 

At  ordinary ' 
Schools  I 

At  Special 
Schools  or 
Classes 

I 

At  no  School  ? 

. i 

or  Institution  i 
! 

Total 

31ind  1 

I 

3 

i 

3 

1 

i’artially  sighted  - I 

[a)  Refractive  errors  in  which  the  j 

' 

I 

i 

i 

; 

curriculum  of  an  ordinary  | 
school  would  adversely  affect  | 
the  eye  condition  - j 

1 ; 

. 

I 

! 

! 

“ » 

1 

1 

(b)  Other  conditions  of  the  eye,  i 

i 

\ 

1 

e.g.  cataract,  ulceration,  etc.  i 

which  render  the  child  unable  i 

1 

to  read  ordinary  school  books  ■ 

or  to  see  well  enough  to  be 
taught  at  an  or'-‘'inary  school. 

I 

i 

- 

i 

i 

! 

■ 

i 

1 

; 

1 

j 

1 

Deaf  - 

I 

i 

i 

i 

1 

Grade  I. 

1 i 

- 

i 

“ 1 

1 j 

Grade  Ila. 

^7  i 

- 

“ 

I 

Grade  Ilb, 

- 

__  ‘ 

I 

Grade  III. 

ii  j 

Defective  Speech  - 

(a)  Defects  of  articulation  requiring 

' 

i 

\ 

. 

i 

special  educational  measures. 

- 

i 

• } 

1 

i 

! 

(b)  Stammering  requiring  special 

i 

I 

i 

) 

i 

educational  measures. 

1 

— 

i 

J 

i 

i 

Mentally  Defective  (children  between 

1 

1 

! 

J 

I 

I 

j 

5 and  l6  years) 

1 

( 

; 

f 

(a)  Educable  (l.Q,  approx,  50  - 70 ) 

(b)  Ineducable  (l.Q.  generally  less 

2 

J 

3 

- i 

j 

3 i 

j 

than  50 ) 

: 

2 

i 1 

i 

3 I 

Epilepsy  - 

! 

! 

, 

1 

i 

I 

(a)  jyiild  and  occasional 

(b)  Severe  (sixitable  for  care  in  a 

1 ; 

- 

j 

1 i 

! 

] residential  school) 

“ t 

- 

1 

^ i 

j 

ip’nysically  Defective 
j (children  between  5 and  16  years) 

j(a)  Non-pulmonary  Tuberculosis 

: 

I 

{ 

i 

j 

i 

I 

I 

i 

j 

I 

I (excluding  cervical  glands) 

- 

1 ! 

I (b|  General  Orthopaedic  conditions. 

9 ! 

" 1 

9 ' 

(c)  Organic  Heart  Disease 

7 

_ 

7 I 

(d)  Other  causes  of  ill  health 

i 

“•  f 

1 

_ I 

i 

1 j 

ifultiple  Defects  - 

- 

i 

I 

• 

i 

i 

- ! 

I 

Medical  Treatment. 


A.  Iilinor  Ailments. 

All  cases  suffering  from  minor  ailments  were  referred  to  their  family  doctors 
for  treatment.  The  school  nurse  visited  the  homes  and,  where  it  was  found  that 
necessary  treatment  had  not  been  carried  out,  encouraged  the  parents  to  have  the 
defects  attended  to, 

B. / 
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6.  B,  Defective  Vision  and  Squint 


Report  by  Ivtr,  Charles  Cockbum,  School  Oculist, 


No.  of  children  examined 

, . , 

9 9 

0 • 0 0 

by 

Boys 

• 0 • 

• • 

• • • 4 

22 

Girls 

• 0 • 

• • 

• • • • 

A5 

No.  of  children  with  refraction 

errors 

• • • 

A6 

No.  of  spectacles  ordered  , . , 

• e 0 

• • 

• • • 0 

2A 

Analysis  of  Refraction  errors. 

Hypermetropia 

A 

= 

9/ 

IJyopia 

A 

= 

9/0 

Myopic  Astigmatism 

7 

15/0 

Hypermetropic  Astigmatism 

22 

= 

kGfo 

Mixed  Astigmatism 

9 

= 

19/0 

Pathological  Conditions  met  with  were:- 

Comeal  Nebulae  2 

Macular  degenerative  changes  1 
Internal  concomitant  strabismus  10 

C,  Nose  and  Throat  (operative  treatment). 

All  cases  were  in  the  first  instance  referred  to  the  fa;mil7  doctors 
who  arranged  for  institutional  treatment,  when  necessary, 

D.  Orthopaedic  and  Postural  Defects  (Specialist  Treatment) , 

The  Cripples’  Welfare  Association  for  the  North  East  Region  of  Scotland 
instituted  an  Orthopaedic  Clinic  at  Stonehaven,  This  Clinic  has  functioned 
with  considerable  success.  During  the  year  under  review  the  following 
statistics  are  applicable 

(1)  Number  of  old  cases  1 

(2)  N^umber  of  attendances  ^ 

made  by  these 

(3)  Number  of  new  cases  1 

(a)  Number  of  attendances  ^ 

made  by  new  cases 

7.  Dental  Inspection  and  Treatment  - 

Report  by  tir,  Albert  Kamsley,  School  Dental  Surgeon. 

The  School  Dental  Se3ri/ice  is  at  present  only  carried  out  on  two  sessions 
per  week  consisting  of  three  hours  each. 

The  Clinic  has  been  continued  throughout  the  Easter  and  Summer  Vacations, 
the  parents  giving  unexpected  co-operation. 

The  numbers  of  children  who  were  inspected  by  the  dental  officer  were  as 
follows : - 
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TABLE 


Age 

(a) 

At  systematic 
Examinations 

As  special  and 
Emergency  Cases 

I 

Total 

! 

4 

6 

6 i 

5 

62 

- 

6^ 

6 

73 

- 

73 

7 

60 

- 

60 

8 

75 

- 

75 

9 

65 

_ 

65 

10 

82 

- 

82 

11 

88 

- 

88 

12 

137 

_ 

137  i 

13 

167 

167  i 

14 

152 

152  I 

15 

41 

- 

41  1 

16 

25 

25  ! 

17 

12 

- 

12  1 

18 

4 

■ 

! 

Total 

1 

1,02f8 

1,02f8  1 

The  number  of  children  who  were  - 


(1)  Pound  to  require  treatment 
(la)  Accepting  treatment 

'fo  Acceptance  rate 

(2)  Actually  treated  by  the  School 

Dental  Officer 

(3)  Number  of  attendances  made  by 

children  for  treatment 

(4)  Fillings  - 

a)  Pemanent  teeth 

b)  Temporary  teeth 

(5)  Extractions  - 

(a)  Permanent  teeth 

(b)  Temporary  teeth 

(6)  NuiTiber  of  administrations  of  a 

general  anaesthetic  for 
extractions 

(7)  Othee  operations  - 

(a)  Permanent  teeth 

(b)  Temporary  teeth 

(8)  Half-  days  devoted  to  inspection 
Half-days  devoted  to  treatment 

(9)  Number  of  children  treated  under 

private  arrangements 

Special  Schools  and  Classes. 


(a)  (b) 

Systematic  Special  and  Total 

Examinations  Emergency  Cases 

802  - 802 

499  - 499 

62.2  - 62.2 

177  - 177 

311  - 311 

264  - 264 

158  - 158 

5-5 
55  - 55 

47  - 47 

8-8 

15  - 15 

47  - 47 

258  - 258 


There  are  no  special  schools  or  classes  provided  in  the  County  of 
Kincardine  for  children  handicapped  by  physical  and  mental  defects. 
Psychologically  abnormal  children  are  dealt  with  at  the  Child  Guidance 
Clinic, 

Arrangements  for  Physical  Education  and  Personal  Hygiene. 

Whenever  practicable,  playgrounds  have  been  tarmacadam! sed. 
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other  activities  in  relation  to  the  health  of  School  Children, 

( 1 ) Milk  in  Schools  Scheme. 

(a)  Nioraber  of  schools  participating  in  the  scheme  38 

(b)  Nmiber  of  children  taking  milk  daily  2,8M 

(c)  Percentage  of  school  population  taking  milk  63^ 


(2)  School  Meals  Service  - 

(a)  Number  of  pupils  receiving  dinners  2,636 

(b)  Number  of  children  receiving  soup  meals 

(c)  Number  of  children  receiving  light  meals  (cocoa,  etc. ) 14 

(d)  Number  of  schools  at  v/hich  dinners  were  provided  40 

(e)  NxAi'.iber  of  schools  at  which  light  meals  were  provided  1 

(f)  Nui/ber  of  schools  at  which  a soup  meal  was  provided 

(g)  Any  other  relevant  infoimation  regarding  the  school 

meals  service  during  the  year  under  review 


The  school  meals  service  continues  to  show  an  annual  increase  in 
meals  consumed. 

With  regard  to  the  milk  in  schools  scheme,  the  number  of  schools 
participaLing  in  the  year  under  review  shows  a further  increase  as 
compared  with  the  previous  year. 
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3.  VACCINATION  AUD  IMVIUNISATIQN 


One  of  the  drastic  changes  brought  about  through  the  operation  of  the 
National  Health  Scivice  Act  was  the  abolition  of  compulsory  vaccination.  It 
is  too  early  to  decide  whether  or  not  the  removal  of  compulsion  will  lead  to  an 
increase  in  the  number  of  children  successfully  vaccinated. 

Vaccination  against  smallpox  and  immunisation  against  diphtheria  are  really 
a function  of  the  family  doctors  who  receive  no  payment  in  respect  of  the 
administration  of  the  prophylactic  materials j they  do,  however,  receive  a 
definite  payment  in  respect  of  completed  records,  sent  to  the  County  Health 
Department,  giving  particulars  as  to  the  vaccination  or  the  immunisation.  In 
additi.on,  vaccination  sessions  are  provided  at  each  of  the  Council's  Child 
Welfare  Centres,  In  the  event  of  an  outbreak  of  smallpox,  special  arrangements 
would  be  put  into  operation  immediately  to  meet  the  emergency  and  Local  Authority 
vaccination  clinics  would  be  established  in  or  near  the  area  affected. 

In  the  ye&r  1930,  the  records  received  show  that  3^3  persons  who  were 
primarily  vaccinated  showed  typical  vaccinia  greatest  at  the  7th  to  10th  day. 

The  reason  for  this  number  is,  that  during  the  year,  agreement  was  reached  on 
the  payment  to  be  made  to  medical  practitioners  for  the  records  received  and 
records  were  submitted  in  respect  of  cases  vaccinated  prior  to  1st  January,  1950, 

In  nine  cases,  the  re-action  was  greatest  at  the  2nd  to  3rd  day.  The  number  of 
persons  re-vaccinated  during  the  year  was  372;  this  number  is  accounted  for  by 
the  outbreak  of  smallpox  in  Glasgow  and  the  consequent  demand  by  persons  who 
were  either  going  to  Glasgow  or  had  friends  from  Glasgow  coming  to  visit  them. 

Considerable  success  has  attended  the  immunisation  efforts  carried  out  by 
Local  Authorities  against  diphtheria.  Although  according  to  the  Health  Act 
the  immunisation  should  be  carried  out  by  the  family  doctors,  the  Department  of 
Health  for  Scotland  still  consider  it  highly  advisable  that  Local  Authorities 
should  perform  immunisation  at  their  child  v/elfare  clinics  and  at  the  schools  where 
it  is  possible  through  regimentation  of  the  children  to  obtain  a high  percentage 
of  consents.  Unfortunately  in  1950,  only  3^1  children  had  a full  course  of 
injections  and  26  had  maintenance  or  re-inforcing  doses.  In  1949,  the  number 
Imaunised  was  135  and  the  number  of  maintenance  doses  administered  2280,  The 
reason  for  the  drop  in  the  numbers  in  1950  was  due  to  the  fact  that  there  v/as  no 
campaign  conducted  in  the  school  in  view  of  the  lack  of  staff.  Although 

diphtheria  has  fallen  to  minimal  proportions  during  the  last  ton  years,  it  is 
desirable  that  Local  Authorities  should  not  allow  their  diphtheria  immunisation 
schemes  to  fall  into  abeyance.  Diphtheria  used  to  be  a very  serious  and  dreaded 
disease  and  it  is  most  dangerous  in  the  early  years  of  life,  but  in  a County  like 
Kincardine,  it  is  very  difficult  to  ensure  the  immunisation  of  all  children  before 
they  reach  school,  as  effective  immunisation  involves  two  doses  of  immunising 
material  administered  to  the  child  before  the  end  of  the  first  year  with 
re-inforcing  doses  when  the  child  enters  school  and  a second  re-inforcing  dose  at 
the  age  of  nine.  A child  so  immunised  v/ill  certainly  have  very  little  chance  of 
becoming  affected  with  diphtheria  and  if  so  infected,  will  certainly  not  die  from 
the  disease. 

Investigations  carried  out  by  the  Medical  Research  Council  as  to  the  most 
efficacious  vaccine  against  whooping  cough  have  not  yet  been  completed.  In 
consequence,  the  County  Council  have  not  yet  invited  the  family  doctors  to  take 
part  in  any  scheme  for  immunisation  against  whooping  cough. 


4.  TUBBRCULCSIS  SERVICES 

The  cases  suffering  from  respiratory  tuberculosis  were  notified  at  a 
reasonably  early  stage  of  the  disease.  Contacts  of  "open"  cases  were  thoroughly 
examined  by  physical  methods  and  by  x-rays,  the  latter  service  being  available 
at  V/oodend  and  the  City  Hospitals,  Aberdeen.  All  respiratory  cases,  suitable 
for  treatment  by  artificial  pneumothorax  or  by  pneumo-peritoneum,  v;ere  so  treated. 

The  distribution  in  age  and  sex  groups  of  those  cases  proved  to  be  suffering 
from  tuberculosis  was  as  follows 
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Distribution  of  tuberculous  cases,  recording  age  and  sex 
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The  results  of  sputum  exainination 

of  the 

persons  resident  in  the  area  who 

were  known  to  be  suffering  from 

respiratory  tuberculosis  were  as  follows: 

- 

Sputum  Examination  Results 

Under 

5 

3-10 

10-13 

13-23 
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jSputum  examined  and 
jtubercle  bacilli  found; 

1 Males 

— 

>- 

— 

2 

13 

3 

3 

- 

23 

Females 

- 

- 

1 

9 

4 

4 

- 

18 

Sputum  examined  and 
tubercle  bacilli  never 
found: 

Males 

- 

- 

- 

2 

4 

6 

3 

1 

16 

Females  j 

_ 1 

i 

- 

- i 

4 

3 

2 
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- 

14 

In  1950,  there  were  29  cases  in  the  County  knovm  to  be  suffering  from 
non-respiratory  tuberculosis.  The  localisation  of  the  disease  is  shown  below, 
and  comparison  is  made  vhLth  1948  a-nd  1949:- 


Non-respiratory  Tuberculosis  - Location 


Year 

Glands 

Bones  and 
Joints 

Spine 

Ab'^jomen 

Lupus 

Other 

Total 

1948 

8 

9 

3 

3 

4 

7 

34 

1949 

8 

6 

3 

1 

3 

7 

30 

1930 

8 

5 j 

3 

1 

6 

6 

29 

Mortality  - 

The  mortality  from  all  forms  of  tuberculosis  in  1947,  1948,  1949  and  195*^ 
and  the  death-rates  per  1,000  population  in  these  years  are  shown  in  the 
following  Tables 


Tuberculosis  - inortality 


1947 

1948 

1949 

1930 

Respiratory 

11 

6 

7 

3 

Non-respiratory 

- 

- 

3 

- 

Total 

11 

6 

10 

3 

Death-rate  per 

1,000  population 
(all  forms) 

.39 

.21 

.33 

.17 
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Ap;es  at  Death  of  Respiratory  Cases  - 


j 

\ Age  Group 

I ..  . - . . .. 

1947 

1948 

1949 

1950 

i 

j Under  5 years 

1 

1 5"15  years 

1 

- I 

I 15-25  years 

- 

1 

' I 

! 25-35  years 

4 

2 

2 I 

i 35-45  years 

2 

- 

2 

! 

! 45-65  years 

2 

2 

1 

1 ! 

i 

j Over  65  years 

3 

1 

^ i 

1 

1 

! Total  mojuber  of 
1 

11 

6 



5 ! 

1 Deaths 

j 

1 Death-rate  per 
1 1,000  population 

.39 

.21 

.24 

i 

.17  i 

1 

Institutional  Treatment  - 

The  responsibility  for  the  institutional  treatment  of  tuberculosis  passed 
to  the  North-Eastern  Regional  Hospital  Board  on  5ih  July,  1948.  In  the  sub- 
joined Table  are  shown  the  numbers  of  respiratory  and  non- respiratory  cases  v/ho 
received  institutional  treatment  during  the  year,  as  compared  with  the  three 
previous  j^’ears:- 


Year 

1947 

■f948 

1949 

1950 

Respiratory 

11 

11 

13 

14 

Non-respiratory 

1 

1 

5 

2 

Total 

12 

-» 

12  : 

18 

16 

Domiciliary  Treatment  - 

Special  foods  were  granted  in  selected  cases.  Seven  shelters  v/ere  used  by 
patients  undergoing  domiciliary  treatment. 


5.  HFNTAL  l^HTALTH  SERVICES 

Certain  duties  are  placed  on  Local  Health  Authoi'ities  under  the  National 
Health  Service  Act  and  these  include  the  visitation  and  supervision,  on  behalf  of 
the  Regional  Hospital  Board,  of  certified  lunatics  placed  under  guardianship  and 
the  making  of  arrangements  for  and  visitation  and  supervision  of  mental  defectives 
placed  under  guardianship.  During  the  year,  the  number  of  mental  cases  dealt 
with  by  the  authorised  officer  was  as  follov/s;- 

No.  of  lunatics  certified  3 

No,  of  mental  defectives  . 

certified 

No,  of  mental  defectives 

(ineducable)  under  ^ 

guardianship  at  the 
end  of  the  year 

No.  of  mental  defectives 

(Educable)  under  p- 

guardianship  at  the 
end  of  the  year 

Total  15 
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The  psycho-pathological  services  at  Aberdeen  University  are  still  available 
for  childi'en  residout  in  Kincardineshire.  The  payohiatrio  cocial  w.->i'lver  aontinues 
to  visit  cases  in  the  County, 

Fi'oblom  ohi]>dren  arc  referred  to  the  Child  Guidance  Clinic  at  the  Royal 
Aberdeen  Hospital  for  Sick  Children  oi>  the  Cl.-inie  ooaduoted  by  the  educational 
peychoiogist  at  AtieX'do€»r>.  ITn'i.v  aroi  ty. 
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SMITA'RY  INSPECTORS  ’ REPORTS 


The  Sanitary  Inspectors'  Reports  for  the  Country  of  Kincardine  and  for 
the  Burghs  of  Stonehaven,  Banchor?,^,  Inverbervie  and  Laiurencekirk  are  herewith 
appended: - 

1.  COUNTY  OF  KINC.APDINE 

WATER  SUPPLIES. 

(a)  County  Water  Scheme 

Auchenblae.  The  supply  for  this  village  is  obtained  from  two 

springs  on  the  farsn  of  Newlands,  The  combined 
yi-eld  from  these  springs  amounts  to  approximately 
19,000  gallons  per  day  but  during  the  summer  months, 
one  of  the  springs  fails  almost  completely  and  as 
there  is  quite  an  influx  of  visitors  to  the  village, 
a shortage  of  water  results  with  conseqjaent  hardships 
it  is,  therefore,  necessary  to  shut  the  water  off  at 
nights  during  this  period.  A thorough  inspection 
was  carried  out  in  the  village  during  the  year  and 
the  daily  loss  was  reduced  from  8,000  gallons  per 
day  to  2,000  gallons  per  day  but  even  with  this 
improvement,  shortage  v/as  still  experienced  during 
the  dr^'"  period.  The  proposed-  new  ^scheme  of  supply 
to  the  village  with  its  source  on  Druinelzie  Farm, 
has  been  reported  on  to  the  Council  but  v/as  still 
under  co;isideration  at  the  close  of  the  year. 


Bogindollo  Scheme. 


Druinlithie. 


Fettcroairn. 


Fordoun, 


Pour  don. 


This  scheme  of  supply  which  utilises  springs  on  the 
farm  of  Bogindollo,  was  completed  during  June  and 
formally  opened  by  Lady  Arbuthnott,  O.B.E. , on 
18th  July,  The  supply  serves  the  villages  of 
Fcttcrcairn,  LutViermuir  and  Harykirk,  also  the 
subjects  en  route.  Forty- five  thousand  gallons  of 

water  per  day  is  available  from  the  springs  and  the 
scheme  will  eventually  forra  part  of  the  Loch  Lee 
Regional  Scheme.  The  Engineers  for  the  scheme  were 
Messrs,  Crouch  & Hogg,  and  the  work  was  carried  out 
by  Messrs,  D,  C.  Stewart,  Contractors,  Bridge  of  Don, 
Aberdeen, 

No  shortage  was  experienced  with  this  village  duz’ing 
the  year.  There  is  ample  water  available,  17,000 
gallons  minimum  per  day,  but  the  supply  is  taxed  to 
the  maxiram  as  a result  of  corrosion  in  the  mains 
and  sooner  or  later  the  question  of  re-piping  this 
village  will  have  to  be  considered. 

The  original  water  sux^ply  to  this  village  is  now 
superseded  by  the  Bogindollo  supply,  consequently, 
the  old  supply  was  disconnected  at  the  source. 

Several  of  the  subjects  on  School  Road  v/ere  supplied 
off  the  incoming  pipe  to  the  storage  tank  and  as  a 
result  of  the  change  over,  it  was  found  necessary  to 
lay  a 3"  G.I,  main  to  serve  these  subjects. 

This  village  is  supplied  by  meter  from  the  local 
R,A.  F.  Aerodrome  at  Fordoun,  and  the  system  v/orked 
satisfactorily  throughout  the  year. 

In  the  past,  considerable  trouble  was  experienced 
with  the  storage  tank  for  this  village  but  this  tank 
was  replaced  during  the  year  with  a 50,000  gallon 
capacity  reinforced  concrete  tank,  Messrs,  Orouch  & 
Hogg,  Glasgow,  planned  the  project,  and  the  v/ork  was 
carried  out  by  Messrs.  Briggs,  Dundee,  No  shortage 
of  water  was  experienced  during  the  year. 


Johnshaven.  / 
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A minimum  yield  of  30,000  gallons  per  day  is  available 
for  this  village  and  is  sufficient  to  meet  the  demands 
made  upon  it,  provided  there  is  no  serious  wastage  of 
water.  The  old  village  supply,  which  was  used  as  a 
stand-by  supply,  was  severely  diminished  due  to  the 
fact  that  the  owner  of  Brotherton  Estates  sunk  a v/ell 
below  the  springs  of  the  old  suppl3?-,  thereby  drawing 
away  the  bulk  of  the  water  originally  available  to 
the  village, 

I'.tuchalls.  The  supply  to  this  village,  which  really  comprises 

t\7o  supplies,  is  obtained  from  springs  on  the  farms 
of  Cantlajdiills  and  Cookney  respectively.  The  main 
supply  is  the  Gantlayhills  supply  ?/hich  is  piamped  to 
a storage  cistern  of  75,000  gallons  capacity.  The 
motive  power  is  from  a windmill  and  when  there  is 
insufficient  v/ind,  pujnping  is  done  by  a motor  engine. 
Several  breakdowns  v/ere  experienced  mth  the  v/indmill 
and  engine  but  these  wei’e  of  such  a nature  as  to  be 
quickly  repaired. 

The  Cookney  supply  is  a gravitation  suppl;/’  and  in 
addition  to  serving  the  "Stranathro"  part  of  Mucha.lls, 
supplies  fams  and  cottages  en  route.  This  supply  was 
found  to  be  inadequace  at  times.  The  piping  in  this 
part  of  the  village  is  old  and  done  and  during  times 
of  shortage,  it  was  v/ith  considerable  apprehension 
that  the  Gantlayhills  supply  v/ith  its  much  greater 
pressure,  was  linked  up.  The  "Stranathro"  part  of 
the  village,  however,  is  to  bo  re-piped  as  part  of 
the  Kincorth  Scheme  and  it  is  sincerely  hoped  that 
this  will  be  done  at  an  early  date,  when  the  entire 
village  v/ill  be  connected  to  tho  Cantlaj/hills  supply. 


Nev/tonhill.  This  village  is  supplied  from  three  sources  v/hich 

normally  operate  independently  but  can  be  linked  to 
operate  as  a single  unit.  7vb.ile  no  shortage  was 
experienced  during  the  year,  there  is  no  margin  of 
reserve  to  permit  of  further  extension  to  the  village, 

St,  C'.’rus,  The  supply  to  this  village  is  derived  aLmost  entirely 

from  springs  known  as  "Nine  Springs"  and  has  to  be 
puimped  to  a storage  cistern.  The  pump,  a single 
electrically  driven  "Mono"  pump  broke  dov/n  on  several 
occasions,  consequently,  on  each  occasion  the  village 
v/as  without  v/atcr  until  a repair  v/as  effected.  This 
o.rm  ngement  is  most  unsatisfactory,  hov/ever  it  is 
hoped  to  instal  a duplicate  pump  complete  with  electric 
motor  and  this  will  go  a long  way  to  effect  continuity 
of  supply. 

During  the  month  of  November,  while  Post  Office 
Engineers  v/cre  erecting  a telegraph  pole,  one  of  the 
v'orlamen  dainaged  the  outside  casing  of  the  eleotric 
cable  which  supplies  pov/er  to  the  electric  motor  of 
the  pump  and  this  caused  a dead  short.  In  order  to 
maintain  a supply  of  water  to  the  vil.lage  while  repairs 
were  being  effected,  a temporary  pumping  arrangoment 
was,  ■'.Tith  considerable  difficulty,  rigged  up,  hov/ever 
this  arrangement  v/as  only  necessary  for  24  hours  v/hen 
tho  supply  of  electricity  camie  back  to  noraal. 


Co)/ 
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(Td)  Other  Water  Supplies 


Catterline. 


Cove  Bay. 
Housing  Scheme, 


Gove  Bay. 
Villa,?G  Supply. 


Gowio. 


Kinneff . 


Porblethen  Camp, 


Portlethen  Village, 


Por t lo  at  ion 

Area. 


The  village  pwnp  renains  the  only  source  of  supply. 

It  is,  however,  hoped  that  the  proposed  supply  whereby 
the  water  yielded  by  springs  on  the  cliff  face  v/ould 
be  pumped  to  an  elevated  storage  tank,  v/ill  be  completed 
during  the  course  of  next  year. 

The  water  supply  for  this  housing  scheme  is  obtained 
from  springs  on  the  farm  of  Woodside.  The  supply 
worked  satisfactorily  throughout  the  year  apart  from 
a slight  shortage  during  the  dry  period.  It  must  be 
appreciated  that  this  supply  is  taxed  beyond  the 
original  estLnations  namely,  to  supply  Gatto  Crescent, 
but  in  spite  of  thiS;  the  supply  stands  up  remarkably 
well. 

The  3nain  part  of  the  village  is  served  by  a private 
supply  and  is  the  subject  of  constant  complaint.  The 
pipes  throughout  the  village  are  absolutely  done  but 
it  is  anticipated  that  the  village  v^ill  be  re-piped 
during  the  course  of  the  coming  year.  This  v/ork 
will  eventually  form  part  of  the  Kincorth  Scheme  and 
the  village  vn.ll  ultiinately  be  supplied  from  it. 

The  supply  to  this  village,  'which  is  a private  one,  is 
obtained  from  a spring  on  the  far.a  of  Mains  of  Gov/ie, 

The  yield  of  the  spring  is  i'nsufficient  to  meet  the 
deiaand  of  the  village  and  the  cistern  which  is  only 
of  160  gallons  capacity,  is  totally  inadequate  to  meet 
a sudden  draw  off:  this  is  forcibly  appreciated  on 

v/ashing  day,  A scheme  of  supply,  however,  is  under 
consideration  wliereby  the  new  asbestos  pipe  supplying 
the  Coastguard  houses  v/ould  be  taken  over  by  the 
Council  and  extended  th.roughout  the  village,  the  supply 
being  obtained  from  Stoneheven  Tovm  Council, 

This  supply  serves  the  Coizncil  property  only,  Tho 
only  trouble  e:rperienced  during  the  3/ear  was  when  a 
burst  developed  on  the  pipe  serving  the  sewage  works, 
however,  this  v/as  quickly  repaired  and  the  supply 
returned  to  normal.  The  scheme  to  supply  the  v/hole 
village  from  Loch  Eerie  v/as  still  in  the  ha'nds  of 
Messrs.  Crouch  & Hogg,  the  Council's  Civil  Engineers, 
at  the  close  of  the  year, 

Two  ex-R,  A.  F.  Camps  knovm  as  Up'oer  and  Lower  Camp, 
accommodate  14  and  34  families  respectively.  The 
v/ater  supplies  in  each  case  are  pumped  to  elevated 
cistens.  The  supply  to  the  Lov/cr  Camp  is  adequate 
but  the  supply  to  the  Upper  Crunp  is  totally/  inadequate. 
For  some  ten  weeks  during  the  suimner,  it  '//as  found 
necessary  to  augment  the  supply  by  pumping  water  from 
underground  chambers  in  an  adjacent  field  direct  to  the 
elevated  cistern,  this  operation  being  facilitated  by 
borrov/ing  6C  lengths  of  malleable  iron  pipe  from 
Aberdeen  Corporation, 


The  v/ater  su'oply  for  this  village  is  obtained  from 
springs  in  a field  v/est  of  the  village.  The  springs 
yield  a mini}.iu}ii  of  1,8CG  gallons  per  day  but  during 
drought  conditions,  this  amount  is  insufficient  to  meet 
the  needs  of  the  village,  A scheme  to  augment  the 
present  suppl3/  was  formulated  some  true  ago  but  as  the 
Planning  Committee  decided  that  the  village  should  be 
allowed  to  die  out,  the  scheme  v/as  abandoned. 

The  su'pply  for  this  ai-ea  is  obtained  from  s'orings  on 
the  farm  of  Balquharn  v/ith  augmentation  from  the  Lower 
Camp/ 
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Port le then  Station 
Area.  (Contd, ) 


(c)  Testing. 


Gamp  supply.  There  is  sufficient  water  available  to 
moot  the  present  requirements  but  the  iron  main  is 
badly  incrust ed  and  it  is  soraetimes  difficult  to  obtain 
adequate  delivery  to  the  various  properties.  Develop- 
ment in  this  area  has  been  held  back  duo  to  the  fact  that 
insufficient  water  was  available  in  the  area,  however, 
this  difficulty  will  be  overcome  v/hen  a supply  of  water 
is  made  available  froiii  the  proposed  Kincorth  Scheme, 

During  the  year,  11 6 chemical  and  I4I  bacteriological 
samples  v/crc  taken  of  existing  and  new  water  supplies. 
These  were  submitted  to  the  County  Analyst  and 
Bacteriologist  for  ex;imination  and  19  chemical  and 
37  bacteriological  samples  were  reported  on  as  being 
of  unsatisfactory  quality.  The  samples  were  taken 
under  the  folloY>ring  headings 


Chemical 


Bacteriological. 


New  wells  for  Agricultural 
Y/orkers  Houses. 

Agriculture  (miscellaneous 
Provisions)  Act,  1944. 

Othesr  domestic  supplies 

(d)  General. 


59 

67 

54 

71 

All  Y/ater  supplies  v/ithin  the  County  are  obtained 
either  from  shallow  'wells  or  springs  and  this  applies 
in  respect  of  public  and  private  supplies  as  v/ell  as 
those  to  individual  houses.  Such  sources  of  Y/ater 
supply  have  limitations  in  regard  to  quantity  available 
as  Y/ell  as  pressure.  It  is  the  difficulty  of  obtaining 
proper  gravitation  w.atcr  supolies  as  well  as  the 
liiTiited  supply  to  the  villages  ivithin  the  County  which 
prevents  the  modernisation  of  existing  houses  and  the 
provision  of  nev/  houses  in  the  areas  where  thej  are 
most  urgently  required.  This  problem  has  been  partially 
solved  by  the  advent  of  the  Bogindollo  water  supply 
v/hich  serves  t]^c  Pettcrcairn,  Lutliemuir  and  iiarykirk 
area,  and  it  is  hoped  that  within  5 years  the  proposed 
Kincordh  Scheme  v\dll  meet  the  urgent  need  for  water  in 
the  coastal  area  betv/een  Mdchalls  and  Higg, 


DRAINAGE. 

(a)  Special  Drainage  Districts. 


Auchcnblae. 


Cove  Day. 


The  sewage  from  this  village  is  treated  at  sewage 
v/orks  consisting  of  a septic  tank,  contact  filters  and 
percolating  filters,  the  effluent  discharging  into  the 
Luther  Burn.  The  sludge  from  the  septic  tank,  up  to 
May,  v/as  mixed  v/ith  household  refuse  and  bought  by  a 
local  faraicr,  however,  after  that  date  the  village  viras 
incorporated  in  the  County  Refuse  Scheme  and  the  sludge 
was  puinped  into  concrete  ba'/s  and  allov/ed  to  dry  off. 
This  method  was  found  most  unsatisfactory  and  it  is 
hoped  to  form  the. concrete  bays  into  proper  slijdge 
drying  beds.  The  plant  is  carefully  looked  after  by 
the  village  caretaker  and  apart  from  the  difficulty 
with  the  sludge,  no  trouble  was  experienced  during  the 
course  of  the  year. 

The  sev/age  from  this  village  is  discharged  directly 
into  the  sea  and  the  entire  sewerage  scheme  worked 
satisfactorily  throughout  the  year. 


Diumlithie/ 
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Drumlithie. 

Fettercaim, 


Fordoun. 

Gourdon. 

Johnshavcn. 

Lutherrauir, 

Marykirk. 

Mu^^halls. 

Ncv/tonhill, 

St.  Cyrus. 

(b)  Other  Drai 
Kinneff. 

(c) / 


The  sewage  from  this  village  is  treated  at  sev/age 
v/orks  consisting  of  sedimentation  tanks  and  percolating 
filters,  the  effluent  being  discharged  into  the 
Drijmlithie  Burn,  The  system  worked  satisfactorily 
throughout  the  year. 

This  village  has  a very  antiquated  and  inefficient 
sewage  works,  consisting  of  a septic  tank  and  percolating 
filter,  the  effluent  being  discharged  into  the  Dowrie 
Burn,  The  percolating  filter  is  virtually  completely 
choked  and  is  also  too  small  to  cope  with  the  amount 
of  sewage  discharged  from  the  village.  The  entire 
works  are  in  such  condition  that  no  temporary  work  will 
alleviate  conditions,  indeed,  the  solution  to  the  whole 
problem  lies  in  the  provision  of  complete  new  sev/age 
works, 

Vfork  on  the  provision  of  a sewerage  scheme  for  this 
village  which  was  started  some  considerable  time  ago 
was  not  completed  at  the  close  of  the  year. 

The  sewage  from  this  village  is  discharged  directly 
into  the  sea  at  three  points.  Trouble  was  experienced 
with  the  outfall  sewer  at  the  east  end  of  the  village 
vdiich  gave  rise  to  considerable  nuisance.  The  outfall 
is  to  be  extended  to  the  low  v/ater  mark  and  this  work 
was  put  in  hand  but  was  not  completed  at  the  close  of 
the  year. 

Three  sea  outfalls  dispose  of  the  sev/ago  from  this 
village.  The  entire  sev/erage  ¥/orkod  satisfactorily 
tiiroughout  the  year. 

The  nev/  sewerage  sArstera  for  this  village  was  commenced 
in  the  Autuumn  and  v^as  not  completed  at  the  close  of  the 
year.  Selvage  works  consisting  of  tv/o  septic  tanks 
will  be  provided  to  treat  the  sewage  and  the  effluent 
will  be  discharged  into  the  Luther  Burn,  This  scheme 
was  engineered  by  i-essrs,  Tawse  & Allan,  Aberdeen. 

At  this  village  also,  work  in  connection  with  the  new 
sewage  system  was  comjiienced  in  the  Autumn  but  was  not 
completed  at  the  close  of  the  year.  The  sewage  from 
this  village  v/ill  be  treated  at  sewage  works  consisting 
of  two  settling  tanks  and  the  effluent  v/ill  be 
discharged  into  a Mill  Lade,  The  system  was  engineered 
by  Messrs,  Tawse  & Allan,  Aberdeen, 

Only  part  of  this  village  is  a special  drainage  district 
and  the  sev/age  is  disclaarged  directly  into  the  sea. 

The  system  worked  satisfactorily  throughout  the  .year. 

The  sev/age  from  this  village  is  discharged  directly 
to  sea  and  the  system  worked  satisfactorily  throughout 
the  year. 

The  sewage  is  discharged  into  the  sea  and  the  entire 
system  v/orked  satisfactorily  throughout  the  year, 

ve_j^orks. 

The  sev/age  works  here  consist  of  sedimentation  tanks 
and  a x^ercolating  filter,  the  effluent  being  discharged 
into  an  adjacent  bum.  The  v/orks  continued  to 
function  satisfactorily  throughout  the  year. 
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(c)  House  Drainap;e.  Duxing  the  year,  166  applications  of  smoke  test  were 

made  to  nev/  drainage  systems  serving  143  properties. 


(d)  General, 


SCAVEITGINC, 


HOUSING./ 


The  care  and  maintenance  of  the  sewage  v/orks  at 
Dmnlithie  and  Kinneff  is  carried  out  by  the  village 
caretaker  at  St.  Gyrus,  The  work  consists  of  draining 
the  sludge  from  the  sedimentation  tanks  into  a well  and 
pumping  it  to  sludge  drying  beds;  keeping  the  rotary 
arms  of  the  sprinklers  and.  the  dosing  syphon  clean  and 
functioning  efficiently;  and  the  general  maintenance 
of  the  y/orks  and  grounds.  The  pumping  is  carried  out 
by  means  of  an  "Air-pld stoma"  slud.ge  pwnp  and  this 
portable  unit  is  transported  by  a 10  cwt,  Pordson  van 
which  was  purchased  during  the  course  of  the  year. 

This  arrangement  v/orks  reasonably  well  meantime, 
however,  when  the  new  sev/age  works  at  Fordoun,  Luthermuir 
and  l.Iax'’ykirk  come  into  operation  a full-time  employee 
v/ill  be  necessary. 

There  are  17  Special  Scavenging  Districts  in  the  County 
namely,  Auchenblae,  Gourdon,  Johnshaven,  Nev/tonhill, 

St,  Gyrus,  Marykirk,  Luthermuir,  Pettercaim,  Pordoun, 
Drumlithie,  Catterline,  Kinneff,  Poi'tletlien  Station 
Area,  Portlethen  Hillside  Area,  Cove  Bay,  Muchalls 
and  Cowie, 

The  refuse  from  all  these  villages  is  uplifted  by  a 
refuse  collection  vehicle,  each  village  receiving  a 
weekly  collection. 

The  village  of  Auehenblae,  up  to  May,  had  a daily 
collection  carried  out  by  the  village  caret.aker  by 
means  of  a covered,  hand  barrow,  after  that  d.atc  this 
village  Y/as  included,  in  the  County  Refuse  Collection 
scheme. 

The  village  of  Gourdon  until  May,  received  a t^;vice 
v/eekly  collection  on  account  of  the  large  quantity 
of  mussel  shells  to  be  uplifted.  In  terms  of  the 
amended  adopted  sections  of  the  Burgh  Police  (Scotland) 
Act,  mussel  shells  v/ere  treated  as  trade  refuse  and 
the  uplifting  was  arranged  by  the  local  Fishermens' 
Association,  and  a weekly  collection  of  refuse  put  into 
operation. 


By  contract  with  the  Royal  Burgh  of  Inverbervie,  a 
twice  YYcckly  collection  of  refuse  is  carried  out  there. 

The  12  cubic  yard  capacity  refuse  collection  vehicle 
which  was  purchased,  in  1947,  continued  to  give  excellent 
service.  The  engine  was  overhauled  during  the  course 
of  the  year  and  the  vehicle  repainted. 

The  refuse  is  disposed  of  at  controlled  tipping  points 
situated  at  Cove  Bay,  Gourdon,  Jolmshaven  and  St,  Gyrus. 

The  collection  vehicle  is  operated  by  a driver  and  a 
loader  vrith  assistance  from  the  village  caretakers  at 
Johnshaven,  Gourdon,  St,  Cyrus  and  Auchenblae.  On 
Thursdays  when  the  refuse  is  collected  at  the  villages 
north  of  Stonehaven,  at  Roads  Department  employee  assists 
with  loading.  The  entire  refuse  collection  scheme 
v/orked  very  smoothly  during  the  year  and  no  complaint 
was  received. 

Domestic  refuse  is  uplifted  by  arrangement  from  subjects 
outwith  the  special  districts. 
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HOUSING-. 


(a)  New  Houses.  Tliirty-four  Council  houses  v/ere  completed  dui'ing 

the  year  and  20  were  under  construction.  The  houses 
completed  and  in  course  of  erection  are  as  follov/s:- 


Completed:  - 

24-  Cruden  Type 
2f  Traditional  Type 
8 " " 

4 " " 

8 " 

6 " " 


(Agricultural)  East -town  of  G-lenbervie, 

" Spurryhillock,  Petteresso. 

" Pettercairn. 

" G-lasslaw, 

(Ordinary)  G-ourdon,  South  Craig. 

’’  G-olden  Acre,  Johnshaven. 


In  course  of  erection: - 

4 Traditional  T^^pe 

8 " 

3 It  It 


(Ordinary) 

fl 

( Agri cultural ) 


Spurryhillock,  Petteresso. 

Kucha 11s 

Luthermuir, 


(h)  Sanitary  Improvement  of  Housing. 


During  the  year,  the  following  additional  sanitary 
arrangements  were  provided  in  existing  houses 

Complete  Bathrooms  62  Sculleries  with  sinks  45 

Sinks  only  9 W. Cs,  onl^r  5 

( c ) Housing  (Agricultural  Population) (Scotland)  Act. 

No  applications  were  received  in  terms  of  the  above 
Act  during  the  year, 

(d)  Control  of  Civil  Building. 

Ninety-two  applications  for  building  licences  were 
dealt  with  during  the  year  a.iiounting  to  a value  of 
■£63,7C7.  In  addition  to  repairs,  renewals  and 
improvements  this  value  included  licences  to  build 
15  permanent  houses  and  2 temporary  houses  for  non- 
agricultural  workers  also  2 permanent  and  1 temporary 
for  occupation  by  agricultural  workers,  making  a total 
of  2C  houses. 


LHLK  AND  D.ilRIES. 

(a)  G-eneral.  The  nuimber  of  dairies  registered  in  terms  of  the 

Milk  and  Dairies  (Scotland)  Act,  1914,  at  the  end  of  the 
year  v/as  121,  and.  the  nuimber 'of  dairy  inspections 
carried  out  was  3C8, 

During  the  year,  reconstruction  of  dairy  premises  was 
conmenced  on  11  dairies  to  bring  these  premises  up  to 
standard  so  as  to  comply  vrlth  the  requirements  for 
holding  a "Tuberculin-Tested"  licence, 

Pifty-six  samples  of  milk  were  submitted  for  animal 
inoculation  for  tuberculosis  and  2 were  reported  on 
as  positive;  appropriate  action  was  taken. 

(b)  i>Iilk  (Special  Designations) (Scotland)  Crders,  193^/49. 

The  nuiiiber  of  licences  issued  during  the  year  in 
terms  of  the  Milk  (Special  Designations) (Scotland) 
Orders/ 
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Orders  amounted  to  75,  an  increase  of  12,  and  ooraprisod 


as  follows 

Certified  Licences  0 3 
Tuberculin  Tested  (Producers)  Licences  55 
Tuberculin  Tested  (Retail)  Licences  2 
Standard  Licences  11- 
Pasteurised  (Dealers)  Licences  1 


The  nunber  of  samples  of  milk  taken  in  terms  of  the 
Orders  v/as  407,'  these  were  submitted  to  the  County 
Bacteriologist  for  examination  and  v/ere  reported  on 
as  follov/s:- 


Designate  on 

['■ " ■ ■■  ■■■■  ■■  ■■ 

To.  of  samples 
examined. 

No.  of  unsatis- 
factory results 

No.  of  producers 
involved  in 
unsatisfactory 
results. 

"Certified" 

20 

1 

1 

"Tuberculin  Tested" 

301 

2j 

19 

"Standard" 

86 

18 

8 

The  results  of  every  sample  taken  were  reported  to 
bhe  dairymen  concerned  and  where  samples  vfere  found 
not  to  comply  vklth  the  requirements  of  the  Orders, 
further  samples  were  taken.  It  is  pleasing  to  note 
that  in  only  one  case  v/as  it  necessary  to  report  that 
unsatisfactory  samples  were  being  obtained  from  a 
licence  holder.  This  concerned  a holder  of  a 
"Standard"  licence  and  resulted  in  the  licence  being 
suspended  for  tv/o  months.  The  aggrieved  dairyman 
appealed  to  the  Department  of  Health  against  the 
suspension  but  the  decision  of  the  County  Council  was 
upheld. 

Fifty-six  samples  were  siAmitted  to  the  County 
Bacteriologist  for  biological  examination  and  only 
2 samples  were  found  to  contain  Tubercle  Bacilli. 

These  were  reported  to  the  Divisxonal  Veterinary 
Inspector  of  the  Ministry’’  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries, 
who  took  appropriate  action  in  terns  of  the  Tuberculosis 
Orders, 

The  liilk  (Special  Designations) (Scotland)  Orders  requires 
that  "Certified"  and  "Tuberculin-Tested"  milk  be  cooled 
at  the  time  of  production  to  50  F,  and  60  F, 
respectively,  and  in  order  to  ascertain  the  extent  of 
compliance  with  these  requirements,  the  following 
tests  were  made:- 

Number  of  tests  )mde 

Niamber  complying  v^dth  the  requirements 
of  the  Orders, 

Nunber  not  complying  vdth  the  requirements 
of  the  Orders. 

During  the  month  of  August,  the  percentage  of  failures 
amounted  to  There  appears  to  be  little  difficulty 

in  complying  with  the  requirements  of  the  Orders  during 
the/ 


302 

220 

82 
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the  winter  months  lout  during  the  sunmier  months  when 
water  temperatures  are  higher  than  normal  and  water  is 
scarce,  difficulty  is  experienced  in  cooling  the  milk 
to  the  prescribed  temperatures, 

(c)  School  Ililk  Supplies. 


Thirty-seven  schools  within  the  County  participate  in 
the  railk-in-schools  scheme  and  the  milk  is  supplied  to 
them  by  11  dairies.  Thirty-six  samples  of  milk  were 
submitted  for  bacteriological  and.  chemical  examination 
and  two  were  foxmd  not  to  comply  bacteriologically. 


FOOD  AND  DRUGS. 

(a)  Food  and  Drugs  (Adulteration)  Act,  1928. 

During  the  course  of  the  year,  108  samples  were  taken 
in  terms  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  (Adulteration)  Act,  1928, 
These  were  submitted  to  the  County  Analyst  and  the 
results  of  his  analyses  are  as  follows 


y 

Article 

Number 
Pro cur ea 

Reported 

Genuine 

Reported  Not 
Genuine. 

Sweet  i'dlk 

63 

63 

Ice  Cream 

23 

23 

- 

Ground  Coffee 

1 

1 

- 

Olive  Oil 

1 

1 

- 

Condensed  Ililk  (unsv^eetened) 

1 

1 

- 

I Ground  Ginger 

1 

1 

- 

I Aspirin  Tablets 

1 

1 

- 

I S.R.  Flour 

1 

1 

- 

I Baking  Powder 

1 

1 

- 

! Cascara 

1 

1 

- 

Pickles 

1 

1 

- 

Iv!argarine 

1 

1 

- 

j kixed  i.lustard 

1 

1 

- 

; Doracic  Ointment 

1 

1 

- 

hixed  Spice 

1 

1 

- 

Coffee  Chicory  Essence 

1 

1 

- 

I&xlt  Vinegar 

1 

1 

- 

Glycerine  & Honey  Ivdxtuxe 

■1 

1 

- 

Kruschen  Salts 

1 

1 

- 

Custard  Powder 

1 

1 

- 

Lemon  Crystals 

1 

1 

- 

Concentrated  Colour  and 
Flavour  - Pineapple 

1 

1 

1 

Gravy  Browning 

1 

1 

Cream  of  Tartar 

1 

1 

1 

! 

One  hundred  and  nine  informal  samples  were  taken  during 
the  year  and  all  were  reported  on  as  complying  with  the 
respective  standards, 

(b)  Ice  Cream  (Scotland)  Regulations,  194-8. 

Eight  applications  for  registration  in  terms  of  the 
above  Regulations  were  received  during  the  year,  two 
of  those  being  in  respect  of  vehicles.  All  aipplications 
were  granted, 

(c)  Slaughterhouses./ 
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(c)  Slaughterhouses.  One  Slaughterhouse  operates  in  the  County  at  Banchory 

and  is  under  the  administration  of  a Joint  Gommittee 
of  the  County  Council  and  the  Banchory  Tovm  Council, 
T'ue  preinises  are  in  poor  condition  generally  and  it 
would  appear  that  the  numher  of  animals  slaughtered 
is  far  in  excess  of  the  nu'iber  for  which  the  premises 
were  designed.  The  follov/ing  is  a statement  of  the 
animals  slaughtered  and  the  amount  of  meat  condemned 
at  the  Slaughterhouse 


i 

i 

Nuihber  'of  Animals 

Weight  in  lbs, 
of  meat 
condemned 

Slaughtered 

\ Wholly 
iCondemned,  1 

i 

Partially 

Condemned. 

Cattle 

1,C98 

78  j 

10 

43,952 

Sheep 

5,86c 

20  i 

6 

9CC 

Pigs 

49 

i 

] 

1C 

16C 

TCTAL 

1,001 

CO 

CT\ 

1 

i 

86 

45,012  1 

(d)  Section  43,  Public  Health  (Scotland)  Act,  1897, 


The  follomng  items  of  food  v/ere  condemned  in  terms 
of  the  above  Act  and  Section  during  the  year:- 


6 cwts.  Sugar. 

1 - A lb.  tin  pLire  Pork  Luncheon  Meat, 
5-3  lb.  tins  French  Luncheon  Meat, 

1 - A lb.  tin  Luncheon  Meat, 


; GENERAL. 

( a ) Infectious  Disease. 

' 

Enquirer  and  disinfection  v/as  cax'ried  out  in  35  cases 
of  infectious  disease. 


'll 
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(b)  Nuisances,  The  number  of  complaints  received  amounted  to  111  and 

all  v/ere  effectively  dealt  with,  as  detailed  under:- 


Nature  of  Nuisance 

Number  of  Cases, 

Defective  water  supplies 

24 

Pig  keeping 

7 

Hen  keeping 

1 

Rats 

3 

Defective  Houses 

28 

Defective  drainage 

2C 

Indiscriminate  dumping 

9 

Defective  closets  (water  & dry) 

6 

Defective  Septic  Tanks 

4 

Dirty  Houses 

2 

Shops 

6 

Cffensive  Cdours 

1 

TCTAL 

111  I 

(o)/ 


35 
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(c)  Factories  Act,  1937. 


The  nuiaber  of  factories  on  the  register  in  respect 
of  the  Landward  part  of  the  County  at  the  close  of 
the  year  v/as  82  as  listed  below.  Of  these,  43  were 
mechanical  while  39  v/ere  non-mechanical  and  82  visits 


iction  were  made 

during  the  year. 

Blacksmith 

18 

Joiner 

22 

Distillery 

2 

Fish  Curing 

9 

Baker 

6 

Engineer 

6 

Shoemaker 

k 

Flax  Spinner 

1 

Dressjmaker 

2 

Sawmill 

4 

Tailor 

5 

Meal  Mill 

2 

Flock  Mill 

1 

Total 


82 


(d)  Rat  Destruction,  The  functions  of  the  County  Council  in  terras  of  the 

Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act,  1949,  were 
delegated  to  the  General  Purposes  Committee  of  the 
County  Council,  and.  the  County  Sanitary  Inspector 
v/as  appointed  the  responsible  officer. 

The  Rats  and  .i-ice  Destruction  service  v/ithin  the 
County  is  carried  out  by  two  full-time  operators, 

A 10  cwt,  Fordson  van  is  provided  for  transport  and 
another  van  is  available  for  use  when  required. 

The  County  is  primarily  an  agricultural  area, 
consequently  the  bulk  of  the  v/ork  undertaken  is 
associated  v/ith  farms.  Inspections  are  carried  out 
on  a district  basis  and  destruction  is  carried  out 
in  the  same  manner.  By  this  method  of  operation  it 
has  been  found  that  control  of  infestation  is  greatly 
simplified  and  rodent  movement  more  easily  controlled, 

IMiere,  as  a result  of  inspection,  premises  are  found 
to  be  infested,  the  party  responsible  for  the 
destruction  of  the  veiroin  is  ad.vised.  At  the  same 
time  their  attention  is  dravm  to  the  service  provided 
by  the  County  Council  along  v/ith  an  estimate  of  tho 
cost  of  destruction,  During  the  period  under  reviev/, 
almost  every  responsible  party  requested  the  services 
of  the  Council's  Rat  Catchers;  the  others  carried  out 
the  necessary  work  themselves. 

The  number  of  inspections  carried  out  was  351  and  as  a 
result  204  infested  premises  w^ere  treated,  the 
estimated  number  of  rats  destroyed  amounting  to  19,526, 

No  free  treatment  is  provided  for  private  dv/ellings 
and  of  seven  complaints  received,  investigations 
shov/ed  that  six  dv/ellings  were  infested;  these  were 
treated  by  the  Council's  Rat  Catchers,  Comparatively 
few  complaints  v/ere  received  of  infestation  by  mice 
and  in  the  instances  where  such  infestations  did  occur, 
they  v/erc  found  to  relate  primarily  to  Hotels,  V/ithin 
the  County,  five  Sev/age  Works  are  operated  and  regular 
inspections  were  carried  out  there,  but  in  only  one 
instance/ 
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(d)  Rat  Destruction  (ctd. ) 


instance  was  treatment  found  necessary.  All  the 
sev/ers  vi/itliin  the  County  also  received  attention. 

Refuse  from  the  Special  Districts  within  the  County 
is  disposed  of  in  controlled  tips  wlnicli  are  operated 
at  six  points  throughout  the  County  and  here  also, 
regular  inspections  were  carried  out  hut  on  only  four 
occasions  was  treatment  necessary,  Ihe  onljr 
Slaughterhouse  vmthin  the  County  was  visited  regularly 
hut  no  evidence  of  rats  v/as  found. 

It  vifould  appear  from  inspections  carried  out  and 
complaints  investigated  that  there  Avas  an  increase  in 
the  number  of  rats  within  the  County,  This  could  he 
attributed,  in  the  main,  to  the  mild  v.dntcr  of  1949-50 
which  produced  conditions  eminently  suitable  for 
breeding  with  the  corsequent  rise  in  the  rat  population, 

2.  BURGH  OF  STONEHAVEN 


Area 


454  acres 


Populati  on 
Valuation  (Rateable) 


4,551 

£39,186.  10/- 


Length  of  Streets 


10.33  miles 


Housing 

In  every  Annual  Report  reference  is  made  to  Housing  being  the  major 
problem  of  the  Local  Authority,  and  along  v/itli  this  is  usually  coupled  a 
statement  deploring  the  slow  progress  of  house  building,  unf ortunatcly 
the  year  1950  was  no  exception,  and  only  eight  houses  commenced  late  in 
1949  were  completed  and  occupied  in  September,  1950.  A further  20  houses 
Averc  contracted  for  and  vork  v/as  commenced  in  the  m.onth  of  June.  By  the 
end  of  the  year  very  little  progress  had  been  made,  to  a great  extent  caused 
by  severe  shortage  of  building  materials,  chiefly  bricks.  It  was  becoming 
increasingly  obvious  that  the  existing  methods  of  house  construction  wore 
totally  inadequate  and  that  some  change  in  policy  was  now  necessary;  reports 
had  been  received  from  certain  areas  in  the  South  that  good  house  completion 
results  were  being  obtained  by  building  non-traditional  type  houses. 

Locally  some  experience  of  this  type  of  housing  in  the  shape  of  the  Gruden 
houses  recently  completed  had  been  obtained,  but  v/ith  the  need  for  alterations 
to  make  the  houses  fireproof,  reports  re  tiles  being  blovra  off  etc, , had 
somewhat  soured  the  Local  Authority  of  any  idea  to  build  more  of  this  type. 

An  inspection  of  the  various  non-trailtional  type  houses  at  all  stages  of 
construction,  and  occupancy,  v/as  carried  out  in  Edinburgh  and  after 
interviev/s  with  the  designers  of  non-traditional  houses  and  their 
contractors,  the  local  authority  decided  to  embark  on  a scheme  of  34  houses, 
the  factor  Avhich  of  course  weighed  most  v/as  an  assurance  that  the  first  of 
these  houses  would  be  ready  for  occupancy  in  six  months  after  coimmencement 
of  building.  It  is  sincerely  to  be  hoped  that  this  promise  can  be 
implimented  as  the  list  of  applicants  for  houses  continues  to  grow  and  with 
approximately  20  requisitioned  condemned  houses  still  occupied,  and  quickly 
deteriorating,  the  housing  situation  in  the  Burgh,  while  no  worse  than  in 
many  areas  is  not  improving. 

The  erection  of  hoAises  by  other  than  the  Local  Authority  effort  was 
confined  to  the  completion  of  1 - 5 apt,  Finnish  Type  house  by  the  North  of 
Scotland  Hydro-Electric  Company.  This  house  was  required  for  a member  of 
the  Company's  staff. 

Some/ 
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Some  hopes  of  improved  accommodation  with  the  help  of  the  Housing 
(Scotland)  Act,  194-9  now  incorporated  in  the  Housing  (Scotland)  Act  1950 
were  not  justified.  Only  one  case  was  forthcoming  in  1950  from  a private 
owner,  and  the  Local  Authority  took  advantage  of  this  Act  to  improve  one 
dwelling-house  at  the  IvtLneralwell  Croft  and  to  convert  a single  large  house 
at  the  Mill  of  Forest  into  2 - K apartment  houses. 

It  is  with  regret  that  no  progress  has  been  made  in  the  clearing  of 
sites  and  rebuilding  in  the  Old  Town  area,  where  there  are  services,  viz, 
roads,  sewers,  water,  etc,  available. 

Water  Supplies 

Quality.  Continuous  chlorination  of  the  main  water  supply  to  the 
Burgh  is  in  operation  at  Farrochie  Balancing  tank,  and  for  the  past  year, 
satisfactory  bacteriological  results  have  been  obtained.  The  Farrochie 
Balancing  tank  is  visited  by  the  Water  Inspector  on  Mondays,  Vfednesdays 
and  Fridays,  and  once  per  week  residual  chlorine  tests  are  made.  Samples 
of  water  for  Bacteriological  examination  are  taken  during  the  first  v/eek 
in  every  month,  this  examination  serves  as  a further  check  in  the  purity 
of  the  Burgh's  Water  Supply,  A tjrpical  result  of  Bacteriological 
examination  of  water  sample  taken  on  13th  October  was  as  follov/s:- 

All  types  B. 
coli  at  37  0 
per  100  ml, 

1,  W6133  Measuring  Chamber,  2 

Farr-ochie  Reservoir 

2. -,  W6l34  Tap  at  12  Ann  Street, 

Stonehaven, 

Sample  No,  1 shov/ed  good  results  and  No,  2 was  excellent. 

Sufficiency.  The  water  supply  for  the  Burgh  is  obtained  from  three 
sources,  given  as  follows  in  their  order  of  importance  in  relation  to  the 
quantity  of  water  abstracted  from  the  particular  source: 

1,  The  Cowie  Supply, 

2,  The  Annarauick  Supply, 

3,  The  Dunnottar  Supply. 

The  Cowie  and  Annamuick  supplies  flow  into  a balancing  tank  at 
Farrochie  situated  about  1y  miles  from  Stonehaven,  where  chlorination 
takes  place.  The  Dunnottar  supply  flows  into  a balancing  tank  situated 
about  one  mile  from  Stonehaven,  on  the  Stonehaven  - Laurencekirk  road. 

The  Cowie  and  Annamuick  supplies  arc,  for  the  most  part,  from  streams  of 
that  name,  and  the  Dunnottar  supply  is  obtained  from  springs;  no 
chlorination  of  the  Dunnottar  Supply  is  carried  out,  the  bacteriological 
analysis  being  such  that  this  is  not  considered  necessary. 

Annually  the  5 inch  and  6 inch  water  delivery  main  betv/een  Annaiauick 
source  and  Farrochie  is  scraped  by  pipe  scrapers  operated  by  water 
pressure.  The  length  of  piping  is  approximately  five  miles  and  is 
usually  scraped  in  one  week.  Access  to  the  water  main  for  pipe  scraping 
is  by  means  of  access  covers  spaced  at  a mile  or  so  intor/als.  Normally 
these  access  covers  are  covered  to  within  12  inches  or  thereby  of  the 
surface  and  where  this  occurs  near  roads,  etc.  considerable  time  has  been 
lost  in  the  past  in  digging  for  the  covers.  This  year  all  access  chambers 
were  brought  to  the  surface  and  metal  covers  set  in  position. 

At  all  times  during  the  year,  water  supplies  were  maintained  in  all 
parts  of  the  Burgh,  but  during  drought  conditions  v/hich  existed  in  the 
month  of  May,  shortage  of  water  v/as  experienced  by  tv/o  consumers  obtaining 
supplies/ 


Faecal  B. 
coli  at 
44°C  per 
100  ml. 

2 


Bacteria 
at  37°C 
per  1 ml, 

1 


nil  2 
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supplies  from  the  Annarauick  delivery  main  before  it  discharges  into  the 
Farrochie  balancing  tank.  As  supplies  availabl.-^  at  the  source  were  a'hwut 
50^  of  normal  sum-i-ier  conditions,  this  oliojrbege  was  not  \iuoxpsotori  and  could 
only  be  remedied  by  increased  supplies  at  the  source, 

A new  water  main  v/as  laid  in  Baird  Terrace  to  replace  the  existing 
pipe  which  had  become  so  incrusted  internally  as  to  be  practically 
valueless  for  water  carrying  lourposes. 

Housing  required  the  laying  of  a new  6”  water  main  in  Ramsay  Road, 
the  supply  in  this  case  was  taken  off  the  new  10"  v/ater  main,  the  laying 
of  which  was  completed  in  1949» 

No  water  leaks  of  major  importance  were  expeidenced  during  the  year  - 
a burst  3"  water  main  in  Princess  Road  was  about  the  only  incident  of 
importance. 

Since  the  installation  of  the  10"  v/ater  main  last  year,  supplies  to 
the  Slug  Road  balancing  tanlc  have  of  course  been  greatly  improved,  so 
much  so,  that  where  the  tank  water  level  fell  up  to  3 feet  at  peak  periods 
in  the  summer,  the  water  level  only  drops  a matter  of  6 to  9 inches  at 
peak  periods,  the  inlet  valve  is  only  open  turns  (to  maintain  pressure 
in  the  high  level  sections.  Bay  Hotel,  etc. ) and  at  certain  stages  of  the 
water  level  in  the  tank,  the  water  entering  the  tank  canes  intermittently 
with  a surging  action.  It  was  thought  that  this  surging  action  would 
create  an  intermittent  building  up  of  pressure  along  the  supply  pipe  to 
the  tank  and  therefore  pressure  recordings  v/ere  taken,  no  readings  were 
obtained  to  show  that  excessive  pressure  v/as  being  intermittently  built 
up  and  from  that  angle  the  matter  appeared  to  give  no  cause  for  alarm. 

The  surging  still  continues  and  it  would  still  appear  to  be  undesirable, 
for  the  normal  v/orking  of  the  ball  valve.  The  matter  has  been  taken  up 
v/ith  the  manufacturers  of  the  ball  valve  and  some  works  may  be  carried  out 
to  effect  a remedy  for  the  complaint. 

During  1950,  there  was  a lack  of  water  at  tv/o  properties  in  the  Burgh. 
Investigation  was  carried  out  and  gave  indication  that  new  service  pipes  to 
the  water  mains  were  required.  In  one  case  a complete  remedy  of  the 
complaint  has  been  found  and  it  is  hoped  that  a remedy  v/ill  soon  be  found 
in  the  other  case. 

Drainage  tern. 

The  drainage  system  for  the  Burgh  continues  to  operate  with  reasonable 
efficiency.  The  routine  inspection  of  all  sewer  manholes  was  carried  out 
several  times  during  the  year,  and  the  sewers  in  the  lov/  lying  parts  of 
the  Burgh  vv'ere  as  usual  cleaned  by  use  of  hand  operated  winches,  ropes  and 
sewer  drag  scoops.  In  this  connoction,  the  usual  difficulty  was  experienced 
when  cleaning  the  sewer  inverted  syphon  on  the  main  sev/er  outfall  below 
the  Carron  River,  because  of  the  large  amount  of  v/atcr  v/hich  is  required 
to  be  continually  pumped  from  the  syphon  manholes  during  cleaning.  During 
the  past  year  or  two,  power  operated  pumps  have  been  used  where  as  formerly 
a hand  operated  diaphragm  pujnp  was  qaitc  able  to  keep  the  water  level  low 
enough  to  allow  the  s37phon  to  be  well  cleaned.  It  is  intended,  circumstances 
pemitting,  to  attempt  to  ascertain  v/hcre  water  is  gaining  access  to  the 
syphon.  It  has  been  assumed  all  along  that  the  water  has  been  coming 
from  the  river  above  the  pipe  but  exactly  where  it  is  not  knovm.  It  is 
increasingly  obvious  thi t some  remedial  works  may  require  to  be  taken  as  it 
is  becoming  increasingly  difficult  every  succeeding  year  to  remove  water 
from  the  syphon  in  order  to  have  it  properly  cleaned,  whatever  the  cause, 
any  remedial  works,  hov/ever  small,  will  be  costly  ov/ing  to  the  sewer  being 
below  the  river. 

As  usual  some  trouble  arose  again  with  the  main  sewer  from  Brickfield 
in  the  vicinity  of  the  Cai-ron  River  - the  choking  of  this  sewer  caused  by 
stones  happened  only  onco  but  with  the  development  of  the  housing  at 
Brickfield,  the  question  of  the  capacity  of  this  sewer  may  require  to  be 
investigated. 

The/ 
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The  main  scv/er  on  the  edge  of  the  beach  at  the  rear  of  Allardico  Street 
is  covered  by  a protective  apron  of  concrete,  this,  in  places,  had 
disintegrated  and  repairs  were  effected  where  necesoary. 

New  connections  to  the  Burp^h  Sev/ers  were  installed,  where  required,  by 
alterations  to  properties,  etc. 

Cleansing 

Refuse  Collection.  Household  refuse  is  normally  uplifted  three  days 
per  week,  the  ?/holc  of  the  Burgh  being  dealt  with  on  Mondays,  Wednesdays 
and  Fridays,  with  the  exception  of  the  Mill  of  Forest  area  v/here 
collection  is  limited  to  tv/ice  a week  - Vv'edncsdays  and  Saturdays,  but  it 
has  become  obvious  with  increased  house  building  and  extension  of  area  to 
be  covered  for  this  service  that  the  collection  of  refuse  before  12  noon 
was  becoming  impossible,  especially  on  Mondays.  With  the  collection  of 
household  refuse  in  the  afternoon,  the  collection  of  waste  paper  was  hampered. 
It  was  therefore  decided  to  bring  into  operation  a s^/’stcra  whereby  the  Burgh 
was  divided  into  two  districts  and  the  districts  dealt  with  on  alternate 
days.  By  the  end  of  the  year  the  new  system  had  only  been  in  operation 
one  month  and  sufficient  inf ornation  is  not  available  to  assess  the  value 
of  the  experiment. 

In  addition  to  the  change  in  times  of  refuse  collection,  the  e.xtension 
of  the  housing  in  the  Brickfield  area  demanded  a change  in  street  sweeping 
districts  and  this  also  was  effected.  An  additional  fifth  sweeping  district 
was  formed  in  the  Brickfield  area  adth  adjustments  to  the  sweeping  districts 
adjoining  the  Brickfield  area. 

Shop  refuse  was  as  usual  collected  v/eekly,  also  garden  refuse  with 
refuse  from  fish  shops,  budehers  etc,  weekly. 

Refuse  Disposal.  The  Burgh  Refuse  tip  is  situated  about  ^ mile  to 
the  west  of  the  Burgh  just  off  the  main  road  to  Banchory,  As  indicated  in 
last  year's  report,  the  space  available  for  tipping  is  becoming  limited 
and  consideration  mil  require  to  be  given  to  the  provision  of  additional 
ground  for  the  disposal  of  the  refuse. 

The  refuse  coup  is  kept  in  quite  good  order  and  regular  steps  are 
taken  to  prevent  rat  infestation. 

Salvage.  The  decision  referred  to  in  last  year's  report  to  continue 
waste  paper  collection  was,  as  it  turned  out,  a wise  one.  The  market  for 
paper  has  now  improved  and  a good  return  is  obtained  for  all  paper  collected, 
baled  and  dispatched  to  Aberdeen, 

Public  Lavatories,  All  public  lavatories,  as  far  as  their  construction 
allows,  continue  to  be  maintained  in  a clean  condition.  The  lavatories  of 
more  recent  construction  at  the  beach  and  the  Shorehead  can  be  kept  in  good 
order,  but  the  mens'  and  ladies'  lavatories  near  the  Town  Hall  and  the 
available  public  sanitary  conveniences  for  the  centre  of  the  Town  are  past 
description.  They  are  in  every  respect  totally  inadequate  for  the  needs  of 
a busy  summer  resort,  especially  v/ith ‘the  daily  influx  of  visitors  catered 
for  by  day  trips. 

Swimming  Pool. 

The  premises  and  pond  water  were  as  usual  maintained  in  excellent  order 
and  much  credit  is  due  to  the  Superintendent  and  his  staff  for  the  excellent 
conditions  which  existed  during  the  past  season.  The  continued  use  of 
break-point  chlorination  gave  first  class  results  and  no  algal  growths 
were  apparent  on  the  pond  at  any  time  during  the  season. 

Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Act. 

Sixteen  samples  of  food  were  sent  to  the  Public  Analyst  under  the 
Food  and  Drugs  Act  - butter,  table  jelly  crystals,  meat  paste,  sauce, 
margarine/ 
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margarine,  olive  oil,  cooking  fat,  fish  paste,  sausages,  mince,  butter, 
cheese,  salad  cream,  tapioca,  coffee  essence.  All  samples  were  found 
on  examination  to  be  genuine,  • 

Nuisances. 

Routine  examination  of  premises  was  carried  out  and  where  necessary 
were  dealt  with  in  terms  of  the  Public  Health  (Scotland)  Act,  1897. 

With  the  continued  increase  of  houses  owned  by  the  Local  Authority 
and  consequent  vacating  of  old  properties,  the  number  of  nuisances  to  be 
dealt  with  by  private  owners  decreases  yearly.  Many  nuisances  in  the 
shape  of  choked  drains,  sinks,  etc,  occurring  in  the  Local  Authority 
Housing  area,  are  dealt  with  directly  by  the  Local  Authority  staff  and 
the  recording  of  these  complaints  may  never  reach  the  nuisance  register. 

As  usual  there  are  nuisances  which  require  special  treatment,  e. g. , during 
the  past  year  complaints  had  been  received  from  persons  living  near  the 
cattle  auction  mart  regarding  the  forming  of  cattle  into  herds  on  the 
street  after  cattle  sales  and  preparatory  to  driving  the  cattle  to  the 
railv/ay  station.  Approach  to  the  cattle  im  rket  authorities  with  a request 
to  limit  the  standing  of  cattle  to  the  minimum  time  was  effective  in 
apparently  reducing  cause  for  complaint. 

Offensive  Trades. 


The  tv/o  offensive  trades  in  the  Burgh,  viz:  the  curing  and  tanning 

of  hides  were  conducted  in  a satisfactory  manner.  Both  trades  are  carried 
out  in  the  same  premises. 

Factories  Act,  1937. 

All  factories  were  inspected  during  the  year  and,  where  necessary, 
defects  were  brought  to  the  attention  of  those  responsible  for  the  running 
of  the  factory  and  were  remedied. 

Schools. 


The  sanitary  accommodation  of  the  three  schools  in  the  Burgh  continue 
to  be  maintained  in  a satisfactory  condition.  As  indicated  in  a previous 
report,  with  an  improved  water  supply,  conditions  at  the  Dunnottar  School 
are  better. 

Unsound  Food. 


Food  inspection  resulted  in  98  lbs,  of  food,  mostly  of  the  tinned 
variety,  being  condemned.  During  the  past  year  or  two,  the  amount  of 
tinned  food  to  be  condemned  has  increased  especially  tinned  food  from 
Continental  sources. 

Food  Hygiene. 

As  indicated  in  last  year's  report,  the  propaganda  stage  of  the 
clean  food  campaign  was  put  into  effect  and  vfnile  much  remains  to  be  done, 
the  need  for  improved  standards  of  cleanliness  in  all  departments  where 
food  is  dealt  with  is  now  well  known  to  all.  This  point  of  view  is  borne 
out  by  the  alterations  to  premises,  such  as  butcher's  shops,  restaurants, 
etc.  which  have  taken  place  during  the  past  ysar. 

Slaughterhouses. 

There  are  no  slaughterhouses  in  the  Burgh  of  Stonehaven  in  regular 
use  - one  private  slaughterhouse  which  was  formerly  used,  is,  on  occasion 
brought  into  use  to  deal  with  any  casualty. 

General  and  Conclusions. 

To  publicise  the  Burgh  as  a holiday  toTO,  requires  that  at  all  tLnes 
a high  degree  of  sanitary  conditions  be  maintained  in  the  Burgh  - holiday- 
makers/ 
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makers  will  not  return  year  after  year  to  a dirty  ill-kept  town,  and 
as  many  holidaymakers  return  year  after  year,  a reasonable  standard  of 
cleanliness  must  exist  - though  it  is  agreed  that  without  any  real 
atmosphere  of  polluting  industry,  the  keeping  of  the  Burgh  in  a clean 
condition  should  not  present  any  great  task.  Last  ysar  in  this  concluding 
paragraph,  reference  was  made  to  Stonehaven's  "auld  enemy"  that  ever 
present  combination  of  evils  - the  River  Cowie  and  the  sea,  whose  treatment 
of  the  beach  has  rendered  it  a thing  of  no  beauty,  in  fact,  it  has  become 
a rather  obnoxious  and  doubtful  bank  of  gravel,  and  conditions  have  not 
improved.  This  year  reference  must  be  made  to  the  camping  facilities 
provided  by  the  Burgh  for  caravaners  and  such  like  during  the  sumner  season. 
As  in  former  years,  space  was  provided  near  the  River  Cowie  at  the  entrance 
to  the  Burgh  and  the  facilities  provided  wore  readily  taken  advantage  of. 
Supervision  of  the  site  was  in  the  hands  of  the  Car  Park  attendant  at  the 
Swimming  Pool,  but  there  was  no  person  actually  on  the  site  to  prevent  any 
undesirable  t^rpes  using  the  camping  site.  During  the  Glasgow  holiday 
fortnight,  the  site  v/as  crowded  and  though  laale  sanitary  accommodation  was 
within  150  yards  and  the  female,  250  .yards,  it  was  felt  that  in  future  the 
nujuber  of  campers  be  limited  and  closer  control  maintained  on  the  comings 
and  goings  of  the  inmates.  Allegations  ol  gross  nuisance  such  as  using  the 
river  banks  as  lavatories  v/ere  made  and  though  partly  true,  were  much 
exaggerated,  though  in  future  ■'/vith  stricter  control,  there  should  be  no 
further  complaints.  In  fact,  it  is  not  intended  that  this  site  be 
permanently  used  for  camping  as  the  lack  of  proper  drainage  facilities 
precludes  the  possibility  of  erecting  sufficient  and  suitable  samitary 
accommodation. 

Notadthstanding  what  has  been  previously  reported,  it  is  no 
exaggeration  to  claim  that  the  Burgh  has  been  maintained  in  all  aspects  in 
a sanitary  condition. 

3.  BURGH  OF  BANCHORY. 


Water  Supply. 

As  in  previous  years,  the  water  supply  to  the  Burgh  had  to  be 
augmented  by  pumping  from  the  Aberdeen  supply.  Regular  inspections  by 
the  Burgh  Plumber  have  been  continued  and  the  location  of  burst  pipes  and 
defective  fittings  have  almost  imraediatcl.y  been  reported  and  repairs  carried 
out  at  once. 

Drainage. 

The  public  sev/ers  are  all  in  good  condition  and  have  functioned 
satisfactorily  during  the  year  and  v/itli  the  exception  of  the  flushing  of 
certain  manholes,  have  called  for  no  special  attention. 

Scavenging. 

The  method  of  street  cleansing  lias  been  carried  out  as  formerly  and 
calls  for  no  ccniment.  Household  refuse  is  collected  throughout  the  Burgh 
on  Tuesday  and  Friday  of  each  week,  and  is  disposed  of  by  tipping  into  an 
old  quarry. 

It  is  intended  to  commence  a salvage  collection  at  the  beginning 
of  1951. 

Housing. 

During  the  year  10  permanent,  semi-detached  cottages  were  completed 
at  IVoodside  Road  and  are  now  occupied. 

Sanitary  Conveniences. 

There  arc  no  dry-closets,  priv,y-middcns  or  ashpits  in  use  in  the 
Bargh  and  only  in  one  case  is  a H.C,  used  b.y  more  than  3 tenants, 

A commencement  has  been  made  with  the  erection  of  a Public  Convenience 
in  the  Square. 

Factories./ 
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Factories. 


There  are  10  factories  on  the  rcf^ister  and  these  are  v/ell  maintained 
as  regards  sanitary  conveniences,  etc. 

Slaughterhouse. 

There  is  no  public  slaughterhouse  v/ithin  the  Burgh.  The  slaughterhouse 
common  to  the  Burgh  and  the  County  Council  being  outwith  the  Burgh  boundary. 
Under  an  arrangement  with  the  County  Council,  the  Burgh  Sanitary  Inspector 
acts  as  Detention  Officer.  The  slaughterhouse  although  kept  fairly  clean 
is  far  from  being  up  to  modern  requirements.  The  general  lay-out  is  bad, 
space  for  operation  is  restricted,  the  disposal  of  refuse  unsatisfactory 
and  the  drainage  system  has  been  the  source  of  complaint  for  many  years. 

Nuisances. 

Numerous  complaints  of  nuisances  were  received  during  the  year.  These 
were  investigated  and  the  necessary  action  taken  for  their  removal.  The 
bulk  of  complaints  were  of  choked  drains  and  defective  sanitary  fittings. 

Burial  Cro unds . 


There  is  one  burial-ground  within  the  Burgh  which  is  maintained  by  the 
Tovm  Council,  and  calls  for  no  special  co:ament. 

Burgh  Police  Acts. 

In  addition  to  warrants  granted  by  the  Dean  of  Guild  Court  and  the 
Burgh  Survej/or,  action  was  taken  under  Section  I64  of  the  Burgh  Police 
(Scotland)  Act,  1892,  for  the  repair  of  rhones  and  drop-pipes  wdth  the 
desired  effect. 


lu  BURGH  CF  INYFRBERVIE. 


General  Information : 


Area 

Population 

Valuation 


2C8  acres 
1,C3C 

£6,713 


Housing. 

House  Construction.  During  the  course  of  the  year  work  was  cominenced 
on  the  construction  of  12  houses  - 3 of  three-apartment  and  9 four-apartment 
dwellings.  None  was  completed  by  the  close  of  the  year. 

Dean  of  Guild  Court.  Nine  applications  for  Dean  of  Guild  Court  consent 
were  received  and  all  were  granted. 

llinor  Warrants.  The  number  of  Minor  Warrants  issued  v>ras  four. 


Water  Supply. 

The  water  supply  for  the  Burgh  is  obtained  from  springs  at  Hontgoldrum 
and  Three  Wells,  having  a combined  minimum  yield  of  approximately  27,CCC 
gallons  per  day.  With  a loss  due  to  underground  bursts  amounting  to 
approximately  l6,CCC  gallons  per  day,  an  acute  shortage  was  experienced. 

This  shortage  has  been  experienced  for  many  years  and  has  been  a matter 
of  great  concern  to  the  Council,  consequently  a scheme  of  augmentation 
utilising  springs  known  as  "Pitcarry  Springs"  yielding  1CG,CCC  gallons 
per  day  and  situated  near  the  top  of  the  Pitcarry  Braes  on  the  north  bank 
of  the  Bervie  Water,  was  submitted  to  the  Council  by  Messrs.  Crouch  & Hogg, 
Civil  Engineers,  Glasgow.  This  Scheme  provided  for  laying  approximately 
9CC/' 
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900  yards  of  V’  spun  iron  pipe  and  the  provision  of  an  electrically 
driven  pump  to  raise  the  water  to  the  existing  75,000  gallon  cistern. 
Unfortunately,  however,  the  Department  of  Health  for  Scotland,  would  only 
authorise  part  of  the  scheme  to  he  carried  out  hy  Hr.  Alexander  \damson, 
Contractor,  Laurencekirk.  The  total  cost  of  the  scheme  was  estimated  at 
appr oxima  t ely  £3 , 500* . 

During  periods  of  shortage  and  in  view  of  the  fact  that  the  Pitcarry 
Scheme  was  not  complete,  an  emergency  scheme  was  evolved  whereh^r  the  new 
pipe  was  cut  at  two  points,  2 hydrants  fitted  and  the  pipe  linked  through 
a temporary  pump.  This  scheme,  in  spite  of  many  haadicaps,  workc,d 
remarkably  well  and  overcame  the  acute  shortage.  It  is  anticipated  that 
the  pump-house  and  pumping  machinery  will  be  provided  during  the  coming  year, 

A "waste  water"  inspection  of  the  distribution  system  and  fittings 
was  carried  out  at  the  beginning  of  the  smmier  when  58  defects  were  located. 
It  has  been  found  that  a control  of  the  water  supply  must  be, observed 
throughout  the  Burgh  with  a view  to  avoiding  waste. 

Drainage. 

The  sewage  from  the  Burgh  is  discharged  directly  into  the  sea,  A 
chokage  occurred  in  the  branch  sewer  serving  the  Council  Houses  at  Kirkbum, 
Tliis  section  has  been  troublesome  and  to  overcome  this,  a fire  hydrant  was 
installed  to  afford  periodic  flushing.  Apart  from  the  above  incident, 
the  system  worked  satisfactorily. 

Hiiavenging, 


Refus<^  Collection  is  undertaken  by  contract  wj.th  the  Coun+j*  Oounoll 
and  a twice  weekly  collection  is  in  opej.-ui-&ion.  Street  sweeping  is  carried 
out  by  the  Town  Officer.  No  complaints  were  received  dra’ing  the  year. 

Sanitary  Improvements. 

The  follo’wing  sanitary  iraproveraents  were  made  to  existing  houses 

Baths  Y/ash-hand  Basins  Sculleries  Sinks 
L k h 3 

Control  of  Civil  Building. 

Four  Building  Licences  for  housing  improvements  were  granted 
amounting  to  £2, 11  A. 

Factories  Act,  1937. 

There  arc  11  factories,  9 of  which  are  mechanical.  Nineteen 
inspections  were  made  during  the  year. 

Food  and  Drugs. 

Thirteen  samples  were  taken  in  terms  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act  and 
all  were  reported  on  as  being  genuine. 


5,  BURCH  OF  LAURENCEKIRK. 


Water  Supply. 

The  water  supply  to  the  Burgh  has  been  generally  well  maintained  i 
throughout  the  year.  It  was  only  found  necessary  to  shut  off  a portion' 
of  the  supply  to  the  Burgh  during  the  severe  frost,  due  to  the  great 
number  of  burst  pipes. 

Cleansing/ 
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Cleansing  and  Scavenp;in.(7. 

The  collection  of  all  household  and  shop  refuse  is  still  being  carried 
out  once  per  week  by  means  of  a tractor  and  tipping  waggon.  The  amount  of 
house  and  shop  refuse  collected  during  the  year  was  approximately  5'15  tons. 

The  amount  of  waste  paper  collected  during  the  year  was  approximately 
21  tons  12  cwt.  3 qrs. 

The  street  gullies  and  sewers  have  been  regularly  cleaned  and  flushed 
during  the  year. 

Sewage  Disposal. 

The  work  on  the  new  Sewage  Disposal  System  for  the  Burgh,  wiilch  was 
begun  in  November  1948,  is  now  nearly  completed  except  for  a few  minor 
adjustments.  The  entire  sewage  from  the  Burgh  has  been  delivered  at  the 
works  since  the  month  of  July  and  the  effluent  is  very  satisfactory. 

Housing. 

The  v/ork  on  a block  of  4 - 3 apartment  houses  was  begun  in  the  month 
of  November  and  should  be  finished  in  a fev/  months,  if  material  is  available. 

Workshops. 

The  workshops  within  the  Burgh  have  been  inspected  at  different  times 
during  the  year  and  generally  found  to  be  in  a fair  state  of  cleanliness. 

Burial  Grounds. 

The  East  Parish  Church  burial  ground  v/ithin  the  Burgh  is  closed  for 
interments.  The  improvements  as  mentioned  in  the  last  report  have  been 
carried  out, 

Intenaents  in  the  new  portion  of  the  Laurencekirk  Joint-Cemetery 
took  place  during  the  year. 

Slaughterhouses. 

Only  1 private  slaughterhouse  remains  within  the  Burgh  and  this,  which 
belongs  to  ivlr.  A,  Taylor,  Butcher,  remains  empty. 
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